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A SURPRISING MEETING 

‘ HULLO, Old Lo, I haven’t seen you for a long tune What 
wind blows you here ? ’ 

Li, the speaker, was a middle-aged peasant who hved just out- 
side the southern end of the aty of Kunming, capital of Yunnan 
Li and Lo were related , Li had mamed one of Lo’s cousms on 
his grandmother’s side , and m Chma family connection, how- 
ever distant, binds people together for ever, no matter how far 
destiny may separate them in space Li was a jolly, easy-gomg 
fellow who dearly loved his own piece of land Day after day, 
year after year, he had ploughed and cultivated his three acres 
When his fellow-peasants worried over drought and flood m 
the ncc-fields, he remamed placid, and always managed some- 
how to have a suffiaent crop But he had a weakness He 
loved talkmg — talking on every subject he knew 

He had always got on well "with Old Lo, though Lo was 
much older and seemed by nature the opposite of Li m every 
way Lo was quiet, conservative and expenenced When Li 
accosted him so merrily, he merely returned a gentle smile and 
said ‘ O, I’m just so-so I have come to see my young son, 
' Tieh-ming (that Iron-person), who is supposed to have — ^I 
forget what they call it — finished his studies at the government 
school His teachers told him to ask me to be present at some 
ceremony , apparently Tieh-ming has done something good m 
hii class But Li, how can I mix with long-gown-wearers ? 
They are mteUigcnt people while I am a simple shabby farmer 
I do not think I have the courage to go m and speak to those 
Misters Of course, I am glad that Tieh-mmg has finished his 
studies, because now he can help me m the fields I have only 
come here because I could not resist my son’s exatement and 
persistence ’ 
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‘ That’s just It, Lo I am here for the same reason. And look 
at me > ’ Apparendy Lx had bought hi m self a second-hand 
long-govm of plain deep blue doth. It did not suit him very 
V elL ‘ My httlc girl Hsiao-mei (Small Plum),’ he contmued, 

‘ IS also finishing her studies She told me that her teachers say 
that she has now “ graduated ” firom the school and will he able 
to get a job m the Industrial Co-operative Soaet}* You know, 
I suppose, that “ to graduate ” means “ to finish studying ” ’ 
Have ou heard of the local co-operanve sonety ’ It is a shop 
v.hcrc you can buy goods cheaper than anywhere else if you 
become a member of the soaety 
* O, Li, don’t tell me so many new terms I’m too old to 
learn them You and I arc simple &rmers We need not copy 
these aty -dwellers’ w ords If the gen emmenthad not forced me 
to send Tieh-ming to school I should hai c had him weU-tramed 
m ploughmg, wcedmg, harrowmg and harvesting by this tunc 
He IS now fourteen and a half and very strong However, he 
will be a good &rmct nesetthcless and contmue my work on 
the land v hen I die Your daughter must be fifteen, isn’t she ' 
A little older than Tich-ming You weren’t obhgcd to send 
her to school, and I don’t thini. \ ou v ere wise to do so She 
v-iU find It difficult to settle down to help \ our wife with the 
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custonicp: JioJi n\) wife nml Hcncv-incj tint tlic govcni- 
ment has hcci 'idling up nnin schools in the cities md die 
counir)'^idc of China to encourage all of us, old and a oung, man 
and aaonnn, to leant to read and wnte E\cr)tlung is taught 
free I am dunling of going to scliool nnsclf one day ' 

* What • Your asifc has been to school and son arc thinking 
of going ^ ourself ' What will happen to )Our land ? I don’t 
think It IS ncecssars for us to learn, though we must accord 
respect to diosc who arc learned m bools Your ancestors and 
nunc base alwas-s been farmers Thes did not go to school 
and dies got along w ell enough as ithoiit Icaniing Our s'lllagcrs 
and neighbours base alwaas spol cn of diem as good farmers r 
I remember ashen m\ father as as d)ing he told me tliat I 
must obc) his asrsh and sticl to oiir land alwaa’s He said diat 
that little piece of land hxs belonged to our famil) for many 
hundreds of }cars So I must stick to it to fulfil my father’s 
saish I only regret that m) elder son, Kan-imng (that Steel- 
person) did not follow' in my steps, but ran assay from home 
a year ago to join the Prosniaal Arm) Since then he has been 
moved from one place to another Now he is stationed m dns 
at) and I must tr) to see him ashilc I am here today You 
Ijioas' that my daughter Hsiao-hcn (Small Watcrhly) found a 
husband for herself through her brother Kan-ming ^ Tlic 
husband is also a soldier in the Proanncial Army He was 
chosen to go to Nanking aanth the Chairman of the Yunnan 
Proannaal Goa'cmmcnt, General Lung Yun, for a conference, 
so my daughter has gone to Nanking also in order to be wuth 
mra I objected to my daughter’s marriage and also to my 
elder son joining the army , but it seems everything is changed 
now and )oungstcrs do not respect their elders nor obey tlicir 
fathers very much I am getting on m life, and I must try to 
sec that at least my younger son, Tich-rmng, fulfils my wush 
^d lus grandfather’s and sticks to tlic land ” 

Yes, I did not know tint But, as you say, cvcrydnng is 
changing nowadays So I tlunk I might as well go to school 
too” 
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‘ Don’t keep saying you are going to school, Li What can 
you learn -when your mind is not made for learning ? Won t 
you fed ashamed if you sit with youngsters and they can answer 
questions better than you can ? Think more of your land, Li, 
which your ancestors handed down to you You must keep it 
well cultivated and looked after I t h ink you can get your 
daughter Hsiao-mei mamed to a young farmer when she is of 
an age to marry and then you can adopt her husband as your 
son to carry on the cultivation of ^ our land.” 

‘ That reminds me, Lo, I have somethmg to tell you My 
wife IS expecting a son next month You must come and eat 
red eggs with us ’ There was an air of innocent shyness and 
pndc on Li’s face 

Old Lo laughed So did Li They both seemed very happy ' 
Just at that moment, Lo Tich-ming came running up to hii 
father, for whom he had been searching m the crowd for t 
long time 

There tserc far too many people present, mothers and fathers 
of students ftom all over Kunming aty The ceremony was 
to be held m the Temple of Confuaus because it was situated 
m the centre of Kunming and had a very big hall and a vast 
courtyard where many thousand people could stand. The 
authorities, anxious to impress the general pubhc, had decorated 
the Temple scry lanshly and prowded many mtcrcstmg things 
to sec Knownng that every' simple Chinese peasant w'lll come 
to pay respect to Confuaus, they had chosen tlie Temple for 
the ceremony wadi the idea of encouraging Icanung They 
had had difficulty m persuading people to come to school, so 
d cy hid planned this occasion to interest the elders of the com- 
munitv And indeed, most of the parents had come The 
CO utvird was packed Many ciders, wndi v hitc hair or beard, 
had reset I'cfo'c h'd a chance to lool at the aty , and nos they 
criH'-d tli'-ir nccl^ and opened v’ldc that eyes m search of their 
chilJicn or grandchildren Tlic youngsters rushed hidicr and 
th 1 e*, da* i-g u^dcr an arn or grasping the wrong hand or 
13 ng th. no ig person It was a noisy but very gay scene 
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lo Tif’i- •Tiinr lavinf» st bn nntlc liK \\a\ to his fitlicr, found 
fim jui! hti'-'inu’ 't I jh word'; 'I he ho\ thoiiolu lus old fillicr 
must cett 'uU iccl che^'cd at the mi ht of tlic 'I rmplc nnd ill the 
P" 'plc, he h'‘!d ln\ rii’ht hind tirluK and 1 cpt ptinpinp up 
ird dnv a '■iMiir ' I niier, ircift \ou dchirlucd to be here? 
I J nrv \oii woiihl hie to come You rri plad, ircii’t )Ou^ 
Oil, letV { o near tlie t ’'c of the bill 1 thiuh tt \\ ill open soon ‘ 
He tupped It lu\ father’s slec\c ind nioscd on 

Be respectful, rich-mmr ’ Old Lo suddenly composed Ins 
fife ‘ Here IS sour Uncle Li,' lie siul impcnousK ‘ Pij him 
>our rc'pcci ’ 

It IS not necesMip. ,* rcmirl cd Li still liuglnng ' You arc 
a good bo\, T ich-mitig I am here to see m) hide daughter, 
Hsno-mri, \sho is i gnduitc hie lou ’ 

While Tieh-miug was bowing to Uncle Li, lie wis wondering 
wh) ins pircnis hid never told him tint he hid i rclition it die 
same school It would hive been great fun to liavc known 
somchod), and to base studied together He hid forgotten 
that for this diy’s ccrcmoii) all the schools of Kunming had 
combined Li Hsiio-mci w is at a different school from Lo 
Ticli-ming As Old Lo \cr) seldom cimc to tow’n he knew 
vcT) little of the aty , his farm lay to die w^cst of Kunming so 
Lo Tich-ming had never had an opportunity to meet Li Hsiao- 
mci 

Now the gitc of the hall was just opening * There she is,' 
said Li, ind he began to make lus W'ay tow'ards the girl as he 
moved w'ldi die crowd dirough die gitc into die hall 
Li Hsiao-mci ivas a good-looking girl But for die litde 
plaits behind her cars she might have pissed for one of the modem 
girl students at the University She was tall enough to be 
‘ grown-up ’ ind wore a neat blue and white dress Old Lo 
liked her, but in lus heart he diought diat she did not look like 
a farmer’s daughter and diat Li should not have encouraged her 
m die new w'lys To his old-fashioned mind and conventional 
ideas, a farmer’s daughter should dress for the country and field 
work The same apphed to her fadicr He glanced at Li’s 
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second-hand long-gowTi again It was clean, but it did not fit 
Li’s broad shoulders, and the sleeves were too tight It \s'RS 
obvious that he felt uncomfortable As he walked up the steps 
to die gate of the hall, he -was embarrassed by the tad of the 
gowm flappmg round his legs, which he w^as accustomed to have 
free for stndmg about People were smdmg at his manner of 
w alking Then Old Lo thought of his owm clothes They 
did not seem very suitable adicr It took lum a httle whde to 
master his feehngs and pass tlirough the gate 
In a few moments Tieli-ming was introduced to Li Hsiao- 
mei, and the pair talked happdy and wished they had met before 
The hall w as packed The youngsters chattered mcessandy, 
and the elders, mostly countiydblk who had rarely if ever been 
to towTi and certainly never before seen a gathering like this, 
noisily pointed to dus and than It was a most impressive and 
cheerful occasion. Presently a bell rang and the goicmmcnt 
offiaals and school authonOcs advanced m a line to the platform 
w hich had been erected m front of the altar under a tablet of 
Confuaus Chinese country-folk have always accorded lugh 
respect to a local governor, who is traditionally regarded as die 
‘ parent ’ of the people under his protection Scholars share 
this high respect too, for learned people generally hold respon- 
sible positions m die communiu When the dignitaries had 
taken dicir scats on die platform die haU suddenly became still 
First the representatu c of the Chairman of die Yunnan 
Prosnnaal Government spoke enthusiastically of the work 
already done for Mass Education, and praised the fathers and 
mothers who had allowed their children to attend school, dins 
maling possible the gosemment's plan to teach diem to read 
ard V ntc He went on to express the hope that those fathers 
and mo hers who had realised the adtantage of dicir children 
being able to read and w ntc w ould tbcmsclx cs come to school, 
fo' V as t! e wish of die Central Go\ emment of die Chinese 
Repu' ! c that c\cr\ atizcn of the countn. should be taught to 
real a-d s ntc in order that dies could lool after their own 
11 te'r. s and play their pan in nat onal affairs Later speal ers 
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reiterated die importance of bemg able to read and wnte and 
encouraged everybody who could spare the tune to attend 
sdiool 

The modiers and fadiers smiled when they were praised, but 
their faces suddenly became blank when they were asked to 
come to school Not that they had any objection to learning, 
but they liad not had the chance to learn when they were 
young and now they felt they were too old and busy Many 
thought the suggestion that diey should mix nndi the youngsters 
comical Old Lo thought that He agreed mth all that had 
been said by die speakers but faded to see any pomt m learmng 
to read and mite if one was a farmer and had to be busy day 
and mght m the fields As he had said before, his father and 
grandfather and ancestors had never been to school and had 
managed their hves satisfactordy He beheved that some people 
should study and some plough and n ork in the fields To him 
fate had assigned field work Somehow he could not see the 
connection between ploughing and Icammg, though he gave all 
due respect to the speakers Li reacted differendy He grew 
\cr}^ exated when he felt the offiaal’s praise falhng to him, and 
wanted to express stdl more support for the government scheme 
He kept muttermg ‘ I must go to school to learn. I must go 
to sdiool to learn,’ though he knew that he had to plough and 
cultivate his land day and mght too 
Finally, a short official stoodTip m the middle of the platform 
wnth a long hst of students’ names m his hand which he read out 
one by one These were the students considered the best in 
dien dasses Before long came the name of Li Hsiao-mei 
She had to stand up, and her good looks, the httle blush on her 
cheeks and her charrmng smile won as much applause as her 
scholastic merit. Then her father was asked to stand up as m 
example to the odier fathers Up jumped Old Li crjmg / 
must go to sdiool to Icam * I must go to school to learn ! 
His sinccnty coupled widi his conucal appearance m the oght- 
dccicd long-go^^^a made c^erjone laugh and be joined m 
himsdf Lo Tich-mmg’s name foUorsed soon after, and Old 
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Lo had to stand up , but as he was shy about bis clothes and 
hesitated to answer the call, he and his son’s good work were 
passed by without much notice. Many more names were 
mentioned by the short official, but cert ainl y Li Hsuo-ma’s 
and her fiithcr’s were the most talkcd-o£ 

Old Lo badly wanted to make use of lie opportunity afforded 
by his visit to tovm to sec his elder son Kan-rmng But Li 
insisted on Lo pacing his wife a visit first, saymg that he would 
accompany Lo to see Kan-ming afterv/ards Lo agreed, and 
the two fathers and the two children set off happily together 
towards the southern end of the aty Old Lo was very 
pleased to sec his cousin, Li's wife, after such a long time, 
but she surprised him with a great change m her looks and 
manner of tailing, due, he felt sure, to her school-gomg This 
roused the old farmer’s mixed feelings agam. On the one hand 
he admired her for being neat, clean and dressed like a town- 
dweller , on the odicr, he refused to adrmt that that was really 
good m a farmer’s wife, v ho was supposed to do all sorts of 
rough labour m the fields and normally had difficulty m keeping 
herself clean He feared his cousin rmght not want to do field 
work any more and that that v ould be a handicap to Li Lo’s 
conservative mind vas bounded on all sides by tradition and 
convention He did not say much to Li’s wife beyond ex- 
changing greetings and aslnng her to go and sec his family wicn 
she had the time sjtd happened to be v alfcing m thar direction 
He did not, hov ever, forget to tease his cousin about the red 
ergs he expected to come and cat hen her new baby v as bom 
11 cn he left wndi Li, Hsiao-ma and Tich-ming for the army 
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"Walking some miles early ever)’- mommg w"is nothmg to Kan- 
ming, and he proved himself a good salesman too, alwa)fs 
brmging back a considerable sum of money m tlie evenmg It 
V’as a great relief to Old Lo not to have to go himself to towm 
and to be able therefore to devote all his time to his beloved 


land. Day after da) , mondi after month, c\ cn year after ) ear, 
Kan-mmg walked to town in die mommg and back m the 
evening, getting to know, naturally, a great deal about town 
life and makmg man) acquamtanccs These acquamtances did 
not meet vndi much approval from Old Lo, who supposed them 
to be ather disreputable soldiers or \^grant street-rascals Now 
and then Kan-mmg helped his father to till the land, but all the 
time he dreamed of the gay and t-aned life of the aty, and at 
last he dcaded to hve there Unable to find any empIo)Tnent 
m Kunrmng he was reduced to jommg the Protnnaal Army 
Corps When he reached the age of tv^enty, he could have 
helped Old Lo immensely on the land, but he had gone for a 
soldier Much to Kan-ming’s distress, die old couple were so 
upset at his action that for a time they would have nothmg to do 
With him Old Lo would fly mto a temper at the mere mention 
of town life He no longer wanted to go to town even to sell 
his surplus vegetables It was the old mother who could not 
for e\'er stifle her aficction for her son , and by degrees she 
p^ersuaded Lo, too, to think more kmdly of him Eventually 
Kan-mmg began to be seen m his old home agam from time to 
tune on leave, and Lo v ould go to see him whenever his regi- 


ment came to Kunrmng He knew the boy v’as now stationed 
at Ta-kuan-lou, the Grcat-Vicw Chamber, on the shore of Lake 
Kunnung 


Lo and Li and the two youngsters, walked along the busiest 
Chcng)n Road, lookmg at the gaily decorated shops on 
oth sides and at the many people shoppmg and sightscemg 
o realised what a long tunc it must be smee he last came to 
thmgs to have changed so much In his recollection 
e streets w ere vet)' narrow and, though paved with big w’ell- 
stones, imcvcn and shppcry Now he saw them wndened 
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and die snops tuilt m a sort of mired sr»le ncidier tradiQonal 
Ciiintse nor European. RicLsiia'^rs and motor cars sped side 
b side in tbe midole of the road, and Old Lo did not dare to 
cross Li kept telling him that "widi the grov.-di of the atp’s 
population the demand for £-esh vegetables and ncc had in.- 
crcased too He had done good business bimseld s^d s?id he 
vould like to come to hve m tovm and open a small shop He 
sroidd have to get someone to help vnth the v*ork on the hnd, 
cspeoaUvno*^ that his vnfc could read and vrnte ; butshcvrould 
be a great help m running the business. 

Old Lo at first felt glad, then a httlc envious at the vay Li vas 
gettmg on, but later he returned to his habitual scornful attitude 
tc^ards to'^'n hie. I don t t ntnk that vtIJ do you an'^ good,* 
he sa.d. "We have al'^vs lived m the counny* and been con- 
tent to keep ourselscs bj daily toil on the land. Tos^ life is 
bound to m a ke one desire opensive things and pleasures and 
thus become laz) Hov* can v e poor farmers live the 
V edfir, people ^ ho inherit fortunes fi-om their fithers and 
an:c:‘o-s > L^one dav vou £-d yourteh^unable to cope vnth the 
prises of to*^T life v ou viH fed so-rv vou left y OuT beauafiJ 
lard I ^ older than you, Li, and I tell’ ou I think vou should 
^nc to the lard and not try to mo"c to to-mn Wc must be 

^r*" our land producti"c for the saltc 

c. me nimm, If you don’t mmd mv saying so, I v ould lilte 
to ou ^o, m let vour vnfc and daughmr become accus- 

--dv cUeis I am glad 
~ *" fknshed hr schooling and that I can nov* 
** , ^ land and g"vc h.m thorough training m 
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Presently dicy all paused at a goldsnntli’s shop between tw’^o 
old monuments, tlic Golden Horse and the Green Cock These 
stood in the centre of tlic city, but how they came to be there 
and why they were called by such names it did not occur to the 
party to cnqmre Old Lo liked to pause here These monu- 
ments, winch had not cliangcd a scrap since he first knew them, 
were old fiicnds But now he had to move on with the rest of 
the part)^ and soon tliey approached Ta-Kuan-Lou 
Kan-mmg had asked for leave for the whole afternoon and 
was already waiting for his fadier outside the biuldmg They 
greeted one anotlier happily Kan-mmg was surprised to see 
his younger brother and Li Hsiao-ma and Old Li as well as his 
father Lo thought Kan-mmg had improved He kept s milin g 
at Ins fatlier, whose questions he answered very pohtely and 
mtclhgently, addmg many mtcrcstmg remarks This pleased 
the old man greatly Smee Kan-mmg had jomed the army he 
had received a good general education as well as mstruction in 
Ins mihtary duties He could read and wntc and was well- 
mformed about world events The modem Climese soldier is 
different in many wa)"S firom the old type , but how could the 
conservatively-mmded and obstinate Old Lo be expected to 
understand that ? 

As Ta-Kuan-Lou was a beautiful spot, denvmg its name of 
Grand-Vicw Chamber from tlic panoramic prospect of Lake 
Kunmmg winch it commanded, Kan-mmg suggested taking die 
party round those parts of the buildmg which were not used by 
the army He then led them along die side of the lake The 
city of Kunmmg has a warm, mild chmate all the year round , 
Its soil is very fertile and iinll grow anythmg Many flowers 
transplanted from Kunmmg have been found to grow m all parts 
of die world Bdiododcndrons, for mstance, grow wild on 
the hdl slopes round the aty The weather seems alw^ays to be 
sprmg Just now it was the early summer of 1937 Old Lo 
and the rest stood by the shore, watclimg boats drifting on die 
water, full of people gazing at the multi-coloured flowers along 
the banks and cnjo)Tng tlic beauty of the place It was particu- 
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larly m the afternoon that the townspeople loved to come, when 
they had finished their work, for gentle exercise and relaxation 
to the lake 

But to Old Lo, the scenery and the flowers and the peaceful 
atmosphere did not appeal nearly so much as did the distant 
ncc-fields on the fiir^er bank ‘ The young nee is turning 
colour now,’ he declared to Li ‘ There will be a good crop 
I wish my land was as near the lake as that, so that I need not 
worry about water for my plants ’ Old Lo’s land was on the 
lower slope of a mountam The soil was fertile, but sometimes 
It needed a good deal of water which Old Lo had labonously to 
carry to his fields Lifting his head he looked at the upper part 
of the distant hills, where the sk}' was bnlhant with the sunset 
Nothing, It seemed, could be more beautiftil than die reflection 
of the reddened sky m the lake But it did not last long 
Clouds rolled up and ram fell heavily for a time The strollers 
mo%cd to stand under trees, while those in boats sat under the 
awnings Old Lo and his party chose a tree As the shower 
lessened Lo saw a rainbow arch itself across the lake to the west. 

‘ A rainbow in the cast means fine weather a rainbow m the 
s\ cst means ram,’ he observed happily ‘ The old saying always 
comes true I shall has e plcnt) of water for my land tomorrow ’ 
Li agreed , he too seemed pleased 
The sk)' cleared but no one moved to go home Kan-nung 
suggested spending some of his savings on the hire of a boat. 
The suggesuon appealed to Tich-mmg and Hsiao-mci, but Old 
Lo, tliough hlung tlic idea, was reproachful tliat his son should 
be so profligate as to spend good moncr)’ on a pleasure tnp, a 
thing he had himself neter done in his hfc He rebuked Kan- 
miiig scscrcly If I v ere to tell ■your mother she would be 
mo,t gnesed, he said * She and I ha\e toiled so hard to cam 
a 1 umblc h\ inr' ' 


of coure, after that no more was siid But before tlie party 
■eparatrd Kan-in ng took out the monc\ he had sw cd and asl cd 
h 1 ftthr-r to buT. 'o ucthmg v ith it for his mother Delighted 


1 ti 1 ^1 


u rc ’a'd, die old man bid Ins son goodbye. 
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NEWS 

NEXT day Li’s ^vlfe carefully packed up the second-hand 
long-go'wn, and Li •went out to die fields again m his old wom 
suit He did not mind He was very happy, toihng away and 
dunking of the harvest to come Presendy the day grew very 
warm The sun shone bnlliandy on the green nce-fields, and 
Li’s coat became wet with sweat He took it off and worked 
with the upper part of lus body naked, displa)Tng his muscular 
arms and chest and his skm tanned to die greyish-brown of 
earth He had a dun moustadie on his upper hp and a moderate 
beard on his dun, both as jet-black as the bushy hair on his head 
Stretdung and breadung deeply he hdd lus long-handled hoe 
m his nght hand Now and then he paused to look at his fidds 
Many neighbouruig farmers were hoemg and harrowmg 
industnously and some of them pulhng up weeds and dunning 
out nce-plants In the distance he could just see two small 
figures tummg the old water-wheels to brmg water up from 
die lower levels The sky was as blue as sea water and the two 
figures appeared as if perched on the horizon, sdhouetted m 
blue. The trunks of distant trees n ere no bigger than the nce- 
stems m Li’s oum fields As he "mped lus brow he noticed that 
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not a leaf of the tall tree near the boundary of his land fluttered. 
Bcndmg down again he resumed his hoemg For fanners it 
was the busiest time of the year 

When Li next straightened himself the sun was m mid-sky, 
and die neighbours were eatmg the mid-day meal brought them 
by their relatives Li felt hungry too, but he "was not impatient, 
for he knew that on that day his meal might be late, for a reason 
which made him smile to himself from tune to tune He w^as 
more cheerful than usual He was expecting good news 



CARRMNG FOOD FOR HER FATHER 

Suddenly he saw his daughter Hsiao-mci running towards him 
along die htdc stream , he watclicd her cross die tmy wooden 
bridge, carrvnng a little basket containing his meal Smiling 
and panting she approached, too out of brcadi to speak Old 
Li V as % cry inipaucnt 

MnJiar at last Hsiao-mcijcrkcd out — * Modicr has given 
b tdi to a baby son ’ 

I' s as just vhat Old Li had expected, but he blinl cd and 
rirlcd as diough he could not belies c it. Hsiao-mei busied 
l-~-'nay.np ou‘ his meal It consisted only of a jar of nec. 
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a few pickles and some cooked frcsli cabbage, and had soon 
swallowed iL Li praised his daughter’s cooking and then said 
he must Ica\ e tlic field work for a while and go home to see his 
new-born son Then he shouldered the long-handled hoe and 
moved off mtb Hsiao-mci ‘Ha ha,’ he murmured as he 
walked ‘ Now I have a baby son ’ Hsiao-mci smiled * Now 
I ha\e a baby brotlicr,’ she said 
Hsiao-ma had been pro\Tng herself vct}'’ useful at home 
For the time being her mother could not do much housework, 
so Hsiao-mci had asked for, and been granted, a few dap’ leave 
from tlic local co-operative soaety for w Inch she worked After 
that her motlier would be able to resume the housework Most 
ordinary Chinese peasant women are very strong and go on 
working imtil the baby is due to be bom i Hsiao-ma had been 
at home only two dap She had to do the washing and prepare 
die meals, and now she had had to dash to one of the neighbours 
and ask her to come and act as noidvafc. It was impossible for 
peasant mothers to go to hospital, for there were no hospitals 
nearby Besides, Old Li and his WTfe considered such a thin g 
unnecessary^ and m any case could not have afforded it So the 
baby son was bom in the thousand-year-old manner and turned 
out a very’ beautiful htde thing 
After a day' or tno Li remembered Old Lo’s remark and 
deaded he must send him this piece of good new's Hsiao- 
mci’s sdioohiig agam came in useful She w'rote a letter to Lo 
dcscnbmg her new baby' brother 
All die members of the household w ere happy A day' later 
Li returned to the fields as usual, and Hsiao-ma resumed her 
w ork m the co-operauve soaety' 

The letter reached Lo’s place w'hile he and Tieh-rmng were 
m the fields Lo’s wife was ovegoyed to see a letter aravmg, 
supposmg It to have come fix>m her only daughter, who hved 
widi her husband m Nankmg Lo’s wife w'as a chamimg htde 
woman of about sixty', the white hair on die top of her head 
contrasting prettily with her red checks She Imew her owm 
house and fields like the palm of her hand, but had never visited 
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any otter place since she marned Lo at the age of eighteen 
Though many other fanners and their wives hved all around, 
the work of her house and fields kept her too bus}' to strike up 
acquaintances She met and talked to scarcely anyone but her 
husband, her daughter and her sons Her cooking she did 
entirely vitb the products of the family’s fields, with some salts, 
fats and vegetable oils brought home now and agam by Lo and 
the elder son But lately things had changed very much 
Smce her elder son joined the Provinaal Corps she saw him 
rarely, and became anxious about his meals and health, perpetu- 
ally worr^mg that the weather was either too hot or too cold 
for him. When her daughter marned she had another member, 
her daughter’s husband, to worr^’ about, especially when they 
v,ere not living near at hand. Of course she beard firom her 
elder son firom time to time, and Old Lo and Tieh-mmg used 
to tcU her about him after they had visited him m the town 
Gradually she acquired some vague conception of Kunming, 
but the ary remained in her mind largely as the place whence 
came news of her son As to Nanking, if her daughter had not 
gone to live there she w ould never have known that such a 
place existed She had not the least idea how far it was from 
Kunming to Nanking, though someone had told her that one 
could do the joumej by sea or by tram m tw ent)’’ or more daj'S 
Somenmes Old Lo would suggest jokmgly that one day then 
daughter and son-m-law’ would mntc them to Nanlong , but 
the old wife onl) smiled and said that though she would like 
to sec her children she could not traiel by sea or tram As a 
matter of fact, she did not know what a sea steamer or a tram 
was, and felt it was safest to refuse to hate anythmg to do 
with tlicm 

The sight of the inllagc postman approaclimg was a very 
pkasant surprise She had onlj made his acquaintance since her 
nn aj d daughter had been aw a) from home. Alw avs she gav c 
him a warm v clcomc and a motherK smile and made him a 
f'n ' cup ot tea T1 c old postman mianably accepted the lios- 
pt j1i Ike V as m no hum In tho^c parts it did not matter 
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if the villagers received their letters today or tomorrow so long 
as tliey got them some time Very few of the inhabitants ever 
received any letters at all, and the postman would cheerfully 
spend a couple of days dchvenng half a dozen 

While he drank his tea, the postman, to show off Ins know- 
ledge, remarked to the old woman that people m Kunmmg 
were talkmg a great deal about the Japanese-inspired troubles 
in Pekmg To Lo’s vofe ‘ Peking ’ sounded much the same as 
‘ Nankmg ’, but she pulled a long fece and enquired eagerly . 
‘ Who are tlie Japanese ^ Why do they want to make 
trouble m Nankmg ^ And what sort of trouble are they 
makmg ? I must tell my daughter and son-m-law to keep 
away from them Oh, dear me There is always trouble m 
other places' ’ 

* Not N<7/ikmg,’ said the postman, ‘ I said Pekmg And by 
the way, Pekmg is now called Pap'mg As I said, the Japanese 
are makmg trouble there The Japanese are the East-Ocean- 
devils who do not hve in our land but want to get hold of it, so 
the tomispeople say I don’t know what they want to do vuth 
It’ 

‘ I’ve heard of Pekmg,’ rejomed the old woman, imabashed 
‘ Isn’t It where the Emperor hves ^ ’ 

* Ah ' It used to be Now we don’t have an Emperor. 
The head of our countr)’^ is called the President He is m Nan- 
kmg Ever^mne knows our Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shck 
You mustn’t think our countr) sull has an Emperor ’ Obw- 
ously he had learnt a lot smcc he became a postman, so he talked 
to the old v, Oman hkc a teacher to a pupil 

* Oh, no, certainly I ivon’t dunk of the Emperor I mil say 
no more about hun We hai c a new head , not the Emperor,’ 
answered Lo’s ■nnfe qmckly and firmly She remembered that 
m her yoimg dap no one n as even allon ed to whisper the w ord 
Emperor, but for qmte another reason She smiled and smiled 
at the postman, bcggmg him not to tcU an} body The postman 
assured her that she need not be afimd, for now an} body could 
enuase the head of the countr} fredy As he walked out of the 
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little house he told the old woman, that Pekmg was a long way 
off It might take seven days or more to get there by tram from 
Nankmg This reheved her mmd 

Stdl feeling happy at the thought of die letter from her 
daughter, Lo’s wife qmckly finished her cookmg, and after 
eating a htdc herself she wrapped up the meal for her husband 
and son and took it m the basket to the field Busthng along she 
presendy came withm sight of Old Lo and Tieh-mmg Standmg 
apart, diey were holding two pieces of thick rope supporting a 



big Mooden bucket hung between them Widi this rudi- 
mcntaiy apparatus they were raising water from a small pond 
m a low-ljmg field and tipping it out on to the higher field 
This annent device has been used by Chinese farmers for cen- 
tuncs, and diough slow, if the workers parmcr one another 
si ilfull) , aaing m close harmony, it can be effiaent Of course 
Tich-miiig being onl) a bo), was not -^ct used to it, but he 
was mal ing progress Lo had to do most of die swingmg 
of die bucket, but he was glad to sec Ticli-ming learning so 
q'licUv 

Father and son stopped worling as the old woman came up 
and began to laj out their meal on die grass Each received a 
bo vl and a pair of chopsticlu; and fell to widi gusto Old Lo 
] j 1 1 working so hard diat he was too tired to talk Tich- 
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ming was tired too, but he noticed tliat Ins mother was smiling 
more than usual and wondered why 
Their meal over, Tieli-mnig earned off die bowls and dishes 
to n^asli diem in the htde pond, and Lo took out his long bamboo 
tobacco pipe He had a htde difficulty m staking the ffint against 
a small piece of iron, but presendy he was smoking contentedly 
When Tieh-mmg returned the woman dramatically produced 
the letter and asked Tieh-muig to read it aloud The old couple 
were naturally proud of Tieh-mmg’s abdity to read, for 
previously dicy had had to find somebody m die village or 
town to read dieir letters to them Lo gave the government 
full credit 

They were astonished to learn that the letter was not from 
dicir daughter and son-m-law, but firom Old Li Li said that 
Ins wife had given birth to a son, and that he wished to remind 
Old Lo of his promise to come and eat red eggs Lo burst 
into a hearty laugh and said that he remembered makmg the 
joke The woman was rather disappomted, but she smiled too 
She was pleased to know that she had a new relation 
Presendy father and son went to work again The wife 
returned home to do washmg, hangmg the clean clothes m the 
sunshine on a long bamboo rod at the back of the house Then 
she began to make straw hats and sandals for her menfolk, and 
she also did some weaving When the light was no longer good 
enough for her aged e^cs to see, she set to work to cook the 
cvenmg meal 

The day’s work over, Lo tod lus wnfe and son took their small 
stools outside and sat on the round patch m firont of die house 
to enjoy the cool cvenmg breeze The murmur of the small 
stream nearby readied their ears and the hissmg of the mllow 
leaves lulled them The sickle moon dimbed up the skj’’ as if 
to nval die stars The lulls slowly darkened and vamshed 
Old Lo stretched lus legs and sighed deeply to mdicate that 
he w^as rccovcrmg firom his wearmess 
Then the woman broke mto speech, suggesting that the} 
should send Old Li and their cousm a present for the new bab} 
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own relatives continue to keep in touch with her It indicates that 
she soil lias a good family of her own who nnght come to her 
help m case of need Tieh-ming reahsed the cause of Ins Aunt’s 
joy , but he could not know that the lady had another idea m 
her mind as well As she looked at Tieh-mmg she thought 
what a fine healtliy boy he was, and what a very good match 
he would make for her daughter Havmg attended the everung 
school she knew that parents were no longer supposed to arrange 
mamages for their cliildren Nevertheless, she could not help 
thinking that Tieh-ming and Hsiao-mei were of about the same 
age and that they would make a beautiful couple if they should 
want to marry Of course, that was only fancy, and Tieh-ming 
could hardly be expected to know what was gomg on m her 
mind Still 

The new baby was shovm to Tieh-nung, and his aunt cooked 
somednng for him to eat Then she sent him to find his imcle 
m tlie fields 

Li was very pleased to see Tieh-ming On leammg that the 
boy’s father was still talking of their meeting the other day, Li 
laughed heartily Tieh-mmg began to help him m the fields 
and Li found that no kmd of field-work was new to the boy 
He began to like hun more and more, and he entirely agreed 
with his wife that they should keep Tieh-ming for a day or 
two m order to create a fiiendship between the boy and their 
daughter Though unaware of this, Tieh-ming was qmte wiU- 
mg to stay 

After die nnd-day meal he went on helpmg his uncle as he did 
his father at home When it dark the pair came back to find 
Hsiao-niei waiting for them at the door Tieh-rmng greeted 
her, asking her how she was, and Hsiao-mei returned the same 
enquir)’^ The smiple, honest and lo'j’al country boy, dressed 
exaedy like an ordmar)'- young fermer, might have felt embar- 
rassed vnth Hsiao-mei, who was accustomed to work at the 
local co-operative soaety dressed m modem style and usmg 
cosmetics If she had not immediately shown herself fiiendly 
and sociable, Tich-ming v ould probably not have dared to talk 
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" Why have the Japanese done this ? * interrupted Tieh-ming 
‘ I heard people talking about die war between China and Japan 
os I passed through the towm this morning ’ 

‘ That’s just It Don’t you remember that at school the 
teacher told us diat the Japanese were a people hving m the 
East Sea In die T’ang dynasty their ancestors sent a large 
number of their sons to leam our culture That was more 
than a thousand years ago But they did not study the Con- 
fuaan idea of nghtcousness and benevolence m the conduct 
of life They have contmually caused trouble around the 
borders of our country They tned to mvadc us at the end of 
the Mmg dynasty about five hundred years ago They attacked 
us agam and defeated us only about sivty years ago They 
took Formosa TJiey took Korea They demanded that we 
should sign the tvvcnty-one-items treaty with diem They 
occupied our three Eastern Provmccs — that is Manchuna 
Now they have bombed us without reason or wammg They 
want to take over our whole country They do not want 
us to own our lind Wherever they go they bum down 
houses and huts and loot evcrj'thmg They kdl our ciders 
and our youngsters They do most awful dungs to our 
women and girls, and eventually slaughter them to amuse 
diemselvcs If they let us hve they will treat us as slaves and 
order us to do unbchevable thmgs which no upnght human 
bemg could do We shall have no peace And we shall have 
no freedom If we want to keep our land, as it has been handed 
down to us by our ancestors for centunes, we must find means 
to protect and defend it We must be prepared for sacrifices 
We must help our soldiers to fight the war Oh, Tieli-mmg, 
you and I must do somethmg too ' ’ 

Though radier fi^gile, Hsiao-mei uttered these words with 
great emphasis, her face glowmg with fersmur She had learnt 
a great deal from her contact with the co-operative society 
people and had become extremely patnoUc. She felt now that 
slie belonged to her countr)'- and that her every act must be for 
China. She did not regard her youth as any handicap, and was 
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ness and tliouglit her words expressed exactly die idea that his 
fadicr Old Lo had so often uttered He dcaded he must tell 
lus father to help save die nation if he wished to keep his land 
The demonstration passed die two anaent monuments, the 
Golden Horse and the Green Cock, and entered Chengyi Road 
People kept shoutmg the slogans, and uideed the whole town 
went mad and talked of nodung but the fightmg m north Cluna 
imtil bed-time 

Before Ticli-ming left the house of the Li family, Hsiao-mei 
told lum to tell all he had heard and seen m the tovra to lus 
parents and make diem aware of die coming danger She 
promised to let him hear news of die war from time to time 


III 

UNBELIEVABLE 

TIEH-MING readied home just m time for the nud-day meal 
His modicr besieged him with questions about the baby How 
big was he ? Was his Iiair very- black ? Could the mother 
feed the child herself ? All dus was of no mterest to Tieh-mmg, 
who, while he was staymg with the Li fcmily, had only glanced 
at the baby once or twice He handed his mother the box of 
new-laid eggs which was the return present from Li and his 
wife The old woman put away die eggs m a drawer of the 
small table m the kitchen Suddenly she cned to Tieh-ming 
'* Dear me ' I’m forgettmg myself You must be hungry, 
htde son, after walkmg such a long way Here is some food. 
When you have eaten it you must tell me more about the new 
baby ’ Tieh- min g felt he must put an end to this subject once 
and for all, so he said unenthusiastically ‘ The baby is fine 
But, Mother ' 

' How IS he ? ’ persisted the s milin g mother Does he know 
how to stmle yet ? Did he smile at you ? ’ 
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The old wonnu seemed to Imc somctliinit on her nnnd while 
Tich-mim; continued Suddcnlv she burst out 

‘ You must not nlk too much nbout towm life in front of ^ our 

* 

fuller IL dowS not like it. Come, now% get rcidy to tike 
tlus has! ct to him Be quick ' Don't tell your fadier wdnt 
^ou saw m tow i He will dunk )Ou ore too interested in towm 
life and wnll not let ) ou go dicrc again * 

Tich-ming w as far irom satisfied, but he had to go 

Old Lo was glad to sec his ) oung son back again There w'as 
c\tra work to be done because die old harrow' had broken, and 
the rest of die Icsclhng would Imc to be carried out by hand 
before the a ouug lo.ig nee-plants could be put m AnOapating 
a scornful response from lus father to the news he felt impelled 
to impart, Tich-miiig dended to broach die matter radier 
diffcrcnda from die way he had broached it to lih modicr. At 
first Old Lo seemed to pay no attention, but Tich-imng per- 
sisted, though in a low \oicc, for these new ideas were ver)' 
much on lus nund After die meal Lo took out lus bamboo 
pipe and had a smoke as usual Suddenly he cliucklcd and 
said ‘ Don’t behc\ c diem, son It is undiinkablc diat the 
Japanese wane our land No one can have our land unless we 
don’t w'ant to keep it . . . Go on, now Get to work in die 
field’ 

Both his fadier and modicr misunderstood w'hat Tich-mmg 
meant bj ‘ our land ’ He meant, of course, die w'holc vast 
land of China not just dicir owai small farm near Kunming 
The bo) W'as unable to explain furdier, for it was time to begin 
die afternoon’s work He helped to level die field by trading 
part of die broken harrow over the surface Soon it would be 
mid-summer The sun poured dow'n, and Old Lo kept stretch- 
ing lus body and wiping lus forehead Tich-ming felt hot too, 
but he showed no sign of it. He w'as still deep m thought and 
puzzled how to make his parents listen to him Occasionally 
he paused m lus avork, but his father prompdy urged him on 
agaui The quiet of the countryside w'as broken only by die 
w'lurluig scream of die acadas, which did not seem to disturb 
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tbe silcn.ee but only, diougbt Tieh-nung, to increase bis feeling 
of contrast with the noisy demonstration m the town. On and 
on father and son worked, until nearly dusk Then they went 
home for the evening meal 

The village postman now often brought letters to the Lo 
family, but each time he came it was a disappomtment to Tieh- 
ming’s mother, who was always hopmg for a letter from her 
daughter, whereas all the letters the postman brought came from 
Hsiao-raei to Tieh-mmg The boy had to read them aloud 
Today’s letter, after the customary greetings, summarised the 
latest news Hsiao-mci desenbed bow the Chinese army had 
had to withdraw from Peip'ing, then from Chi-nan, then from 
Shanghai She enclosed a nevrepaper cutting which gave a 
short account of how the ‘ Darc-and-dic ’ battahon made the last 
stand at Shanghai She went on to tcU of the Japanese soldiers 
entenng Nanking, looting, kiUuig and treating women and 
girls wth savagery The letter ended, like every previous one, 
witli the quotation ‘ Every penon, old and young, must do 
lus best to help die country to resist the mvaden,’ and a request 
to Tich-nung to ask his parents to do what they could 
When Lo’s wife heard about Nankmg she was so worried 
about her daughter and son-m-law that she could pay no atten- 
tion to tlie last few v ords Lo himself had at first raised no 
objection to Tich-ming rcccivmg and readmg the letters from 
Hsiao-mci He simpl) ignored what they said But when he 
saw tliat lus vifc vas worried by them, he put a stop to tlic 
correspondence as far as his son was concerned Fortunately, 
the postman alwa^-s came in the day-time when Lo was working 
in the fields, and the mother was able to keep Hsiao-mci’s letters 
for Tich-ming wndiout his knowledge Lo was very fond of 
his V ifc and tned to ease her mmd about dicir daughter, but die 
old woman no longer smiled her quiet, gende smile 
Tlic peaceful hills around die ncc-ficlds had not changed 
Tlic fanners who had alwaa’s v orl cd there v ent on working as 
1 ard as eser Lo and lus son were no cveepnon But, somc- 
hov , Lo a as not quite lus old quiet and determined self On 
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to continue resistance without supplies from her friends and 
alhes These words had no effect on Old Lo, who went on tc 
declare that his piece of land had been handed down to hire 
from generation to generation and that he must hold it as hac 
his father and grandfether He pomted out that Confuaus hac 
taught men to be filia l and to obey their parents’ wishes, anc 
that if he gave up his land he would disobey his father and be- 
an nrifihal son. Would thc govcmmcnt wish him to be an 
iinfilial son ’ he asked, as if confident that the reply would be 
no ‘ I declare that the government can have my head rather 
than my land ' ’ 

Fired by these straightforward words the rest of the land- 
owners ralhed to him, and the government representative found 
himself m a difficult posmon He mentioned that the govern- 
ment nas prepared to make good the owners’ loss cither m 
money or b} the grant of other pieces of land which would 
probably be better than the ones rehnquishecL Soil Lo would 
not listen. He said that though his land might not be very good, 
It had belonged to his family for hundreds of years it was his 
sole duty to tend it and keep it, and he would not let it go m 
any arcnmstanccs Thc mcctmg reached a deadlock and thc 
go\ ernmenc rcprcscnDtivc n ent back to town Of course, thc 
nholc proceedings verc fully' recorded m every’ daily news- 
paper, some of hich v ent so far as to call Lo a traitor and urge 
thc go\ emment to punish him forthmth 
When Old Lo got home from thc meeting he V'as given not a 
moment’s peace Every land of journalist and photographer 
V anted to see him He dishked these strangers intensely and 
shouted at tlicm tliat he wanted nothmg whatever to do wnth 
them But respea must always be accorded to journalists for 
their perseverance No matter how rudely tbev arc received 
t' cv go on trvdng to get their ‘ stones ’ Lo managed to shut die 
gate of his little hut, but it seemed unhl civ tliat thc hut would 
tt;''d the s'o'm of! nocl mg and banging it received from out- 
s d_ Lo a id hi vvifc feared jt would fall m on tlicm Several 
o vrc'' cf adjo,’ mg land who came to have a tall, wjili Lo 
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could not get m, and even wlicn Tich-ming came back from the 
fields he had to wait outside until very late m tlic evemng It 
was misery 

There is a Chinese proverb whidi says ‘ Good luck does not 
come by twos nnsfortuncs never fall singly ’ Lo’s elder son, 
Kan-mmg, had been ordered to the front. Owmg to the 
Japanese supenonty m equipment, particularly m the air, die 
Cluncsc army had had to wididraw again, and both sides had 
suffered great loss of hfc The Generalissimo Cluang Kai-shek 
ordered die Chairman of Yunnan Provmaal Government, 
General Lung Yun, to send more men to rcmforce the new front 
Lo Kan-mmg was one of die first soldiers to go Before setting 
.out on the march firom Kunirung, every soldier was given two 
days’ leave to say goodbye to his parents and relations Lo 
Kan-mmg readied home unexpectedly His mother, dehghted 
at seeing her elder son agam, smiled and busied herself cookmg 
speaal food for lum Kan-mmg knew that his departure for 
the north would be a great shock to his mother and cause her 
pam, so he did not mention the matter until his 6dier and young 
brother came home fixim the fidds 

Kan-mmg noticed a great change m Old Lo’s face New 
\vnnklcs had appeared on Ins forehead , his eyes had sunk 
deeper mto their sockets, and he kept coughmg He nodded 
casually to his elder son 

Tich-mmg would like to have flown to his brother’s side, but 
the tense feclmg m the room prevented him 

After the evemng meal Lo took out his long bamboo pipe 
agam and smoked, but he coughed tembly The mother 
occasionally gave a long sigh and said m a low voice how she 
longed for news of her daughter Thoroughly upset at the 
unhappmess which his announcement was bound to cause, 
Kan-mmg at length told his parents that he vras ordered to 
Nanking 

It had never occurred to the mother tliat her elder son would 
ever really have to fight and kill people, and when she heard 
his words she slipped off her bamboo stool m a famt. 
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"Kan-raing quicMy told Tieh-mtng to teat some water for 
ter, and was puttmg tis mother to bed when Lo suddenly stood 
up, flew at Kan-ming and struck him m the face When he 
saw his father’s anger and his elder brother standmg there 
motionless, Tich-ming let the cup fall from his hand to the 

4 

i — ^you ungrateful son * ’ cncd Old Lo, his head thrust 
forward, his eyes starting ‘ You have come home to kiU your 
mother before you go away to kill somebody else You have 
come to tell me about the Japanese agam I am bemg womed 
to death with the Japanese, and I don’t want to have anythmg 
whatever to do with them Go away Go as far as you hkc 
Your motlier and I and your young brother do not want to sec, 
you any more ’ Here he was overcome by a fit of cough- 
ing ‘ You ungrateful wretch * Your mother and I had almost 
unbeatable difficulty m brmgmg you up m the hope that you 
would make our family name continue to flourish, and would 
work to maintain the land left to us by our honourable and 
revered ancestors But you wanted to become a soldier and 
went away and left us Confuaus says that one should never 
go far from one’s parents while they are stiU ahvc You 
imfilial boy • It is not my wish, nor our ancestors’ wish, that 
%ou should kill others Be killed yourself first ! Go away, I 
don’t w^ant you Go away ' Go away ' ’ The old man had 
effiausted himself with shouting and coughmg and panting 
I Ic fell hew ily into his scat 

Meanwhile the mother regamed consnousness and half- 
opciicd her c\ cs ‘ Kan-ming, my dear son, you arc stiU here,’ 
siic murmured in a low voice, stretching out her hand feebly 
to touch Kan-muig s ‘ Kan-ming, my son, I don’t want you 
to go to the war, but as ■jou arc a soldier now I suppose you 
must obci orders How I wash they hadn’t ordered you to go ’ 

Hov I wjih Tears streamed from her eyes and dropped 

on to Kan-nung's hand 

Kan-mmg tr cJ to crplain ‘ It is not mcrcl) because I am 
ordc'cJ tliat I mmt go to the war,’ he said ‘ I am a Chinese 
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she began to cook something for Tich-ming to eat before he 
went to work in tic fields The boy wanted to stay at home in 
case his parents needed help, but his mother sent him out, saymg 
that that would please his father much more than bemg served 
with tea and tobacco And mdeed it was an important tunc 
for farmers m the fields So Tieh-tmng went. 

"While the old mother was cleaning tic rooms she heard a 
knock at the door As usual she thought it was the postman 
mth a letter from her beloved daughter When she opened the 
door she found Old Li standing there. She had met him once 
before, just after he had mamed Lo’s cousm Now he was so 
changed that untd he spoke she did not recognise him He 
stepped mto the house, and the woman enquired after the baby 
and the mother 

Li rephed shortly This was not a soaal caU, Li would 
never has c wasted his valuable workmg hours m pacing visits 
He had been urged by his daughter Hsiao-ma to come and 
persuade Lo to accept the governments offer of another piece of 
land m exchange for his own The Japanese had been menacing 
crery possible route and sea-port by which war supphes firom 
America and Bntam could be transported mto the mtenor of 
China The Burma Bwoad had to be built, and built qmckly 
Many daily papers were blarrung Lo for impeding die effort, 
and urging the goremment to commandeer his land rmmcdi- 
atcl\ Hsiao-mci also knew that her society and other organisa- 
tions u ere plannmg a meeting to demand that those owners who 
v.crc prerenung the building of the Burma Road should be 
punished For dus reason she had begged her father to go and 
sec Lo about it. 

Though Lo uas veak and m bed, his temper uas still fiery 
He shouted at Li * The gosemment has taken away my elder 
son k diat not enough ^ What more do they expect from a 
poor farmer^ M land’ No’ They can base my 
head 

Li was Uf cn unass arcs b\ this outburst, and he v. ent home 
ssiJjout acliicsnrg lus purpose 
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When Tich-nnng came back and heard that Uncle Li had 
been, he wshed he could have seen him and asked about Hsiao- 
mci 
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AT LAST 

SEED-TIME and harvest, like time and tide, wait for no man 
and Old Lo, whether he was well or ill, had to get up and 
work m lus fields He did not cough so much now, and he 
did not talk much either , he worked on m silence 
Tich-ming ^vas less worried about the turn of afiairs than 
his parents, but even his young heart was tense Unless he 
was asked about something concemmg the field-work he too 
hardly spoke This was not good for a young mmd, but there 
was so much work to be done that the tune shppcd by, day 
after day 

Lo’s Wife stdl hoped anxiously for a letter firom her long- 
silent daughter One night broodmg over the subject m bed, 
her hps kept rcpcatmg,' as if that might bung it about, that 
a letter would come soon, probably tomorrow She grew 
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drowsy Then, to her great surprise and joy, she saw her 
daughter coming towards her down the road where the two 
hdk met and where Kan-mmg had said goodbye to Tieh-ming 
At first she thought her eyes must be dccavmg her, but then 
she noticed someone following her daughter It must be her 
husband Ah ' and he was holding a baby — ^her grandson 
The party came slowly up to the house, where the old mother 
was waitmg snulmg to receive them. Presently they were 
approaching the gate With a cry of overwhclmmg joy the 
old woman ran foru'ard, but her foot struck a small stone and 
she fell heavily, striking her &ce on the ground with such force 
that one of her two remainmg teeth was broken and hurt her 
extremely The pam woke her and she sat up to face the 
drear rcahty left empty by her dream 
Feeble moonhght filtered stealthily mto the htde room 
through the tiny window The old woman’s face was wet 
with tears, due both to pam and to the dream She would 
not tcU her husband what she had dreamt, for accordmg to the 
traditional behef it w ould be mterpreted as signifying that her 
daughter was either dead or in grave danger In die dream 
slic herself had lost a piece of bony substance, a tooth, and as 
m China parent and child arc held to be as closely attached as 
bone to flesh, she supposed that her ‘ bony substonce ’, her 
daughter, had been lost for ever too But she would not let 
herself bchcic the superstition, and contmued to expect the 
arn% al at any moment of her daughter ViUth her husband and 
baby 

E\cry day she leant against the lintel waitmg for a letter 
Once or twnce the postman seemed to be approachmg, but be 
passed by to some otlicr house, throwmg her a simple grcctmg 

At last one afternoon a fat letter did find its way to Lo's 
u-ifc, but It uas not from her daughter Well, she reflected, 
a letter from her son Kan-mmg was better than notlung Had 
be reached Nanlang set and seen bis sister’ She was m a 
fcic- to Inov die contents of the big cm elope 

At die end of the day Old Lo and Tich-nung came bad 
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from Uic fields Tust tlicy had to be gi\cn their nicil The 
daj-s Mere shorter no^\ and it aaas chilly outside m die even- 
ings, so the old mother lighted the little oil-hmp, tlie only one 
in the house, and brought out the letter for Ticli-mtng to read 
It started with tlic usual greetings and enquiries about tlie 
parents’ health, .and then desenbed die long march Kan-mmg 
liad had to endure He had seen man) strange dungs and aocs 
and met many kinds of people on the jounicy All of diem 
had been most fncndl) and had welcomed die soldiers cndiusi- 
asticallv He w as well fed, he said, and read) to beat the cnem) 
It had been intended that the army to wdiicli he belonged should 
go to Nanking, but it had stopped at Hankow, Nanking liawng 
already fallen into Japanese hands But he had had news of 
his sister and her husband and baby While die batdc w^as 
raguig at Shanghai, his brother-m-law' had joined die ‘ Darc- 
and-dic ’ corps, which w'as dicn heroically defending the city’s 
last stronghold When an order for general wididr.awal W'as 
received from headquarters, the ‘ Darc-and-dic ’ corps remained 
to co\cr die retreat Unhappily Kan-ming’s brodicr-m-law 
W'as kdled His sister had not taken her baby to Shanghai , 
she had remamed with die cluld at Nankmg, w'herc she w’as 
widiout news of her husband Soon Nanking too w'as dircat- 
cned Jap.anesc aircraft kept droppmg heav)' bombs on die 
city and coundcss avilians lost dicir lives Ea entuall) die aty 
was occupied As this happened suddenly, most of die popu- 
lation were' trapped inside die aty w'alls, Kan-ming’s sister and 
her baby among diem Luckily she hved to die nordi of die 
city near an American church They avere alloavcd to move 
inside die ehurch for protection aadicn die aiemy marched m, 
but die Japanese soldiers paid no respect to an) one, not even 
to their oaaTi commanders They aaxre s.aa age and barbarous 
They shot any young man at sight, as if killing aa'ere a game 
They raped avonien and girls, old and young alike One ea'cn- 
ing about fift)' of them dashed mto die Amcncan churcli shout- 
ing hystencally for aa'omen The pnests had no pow'er to clieck 
diem But diank God, said Kan-ming, my sister did not fell 
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into the tiger’s mouth and brmg the black spot on our family 
She left the baby m the han£ of the Amcncan pnest and, 
escaping through die back door of the church, drowned herself 
in Lake Chuan-Wu Kan-mmg said he had heard that about 
a hundred young women and girls drowned themselves in diat 
lake m one mght. After a few days a heavy bomb fell on the 
roof of the church and everyone, mcludmg the baby, was 
lolled ‘ It IS clear enough what the Japanese are doing 
to us We must fight them 

Before Tich-mmg could finish reading his mother broke mto 
bitter weeping Nodung could staunch her gnef , and Tich- 
mmg's osvn feelings were such that he could only weep with 
her Old Lo said nothing, but he kept sighing deeply He 
had had fat too many troubles m his hfe already, and was too 
familiar with sorrow to be able to shed tears now The house, 
with Its dim htdc hght, looked grimmer than ever, and the 
three occupants sat on and on, as if waiting for somedung to 
reverse dicir tcrnble news, and gradually the lamp flickered out. 

At last It was dawn When one docs not die m the night 
one must get up m the mormng to face life again Old Lo 
and Tich-ming left for the field without eating anything The 
old mother’s heart was too heavy for her to get up and cook 
She soil sat where she had been when Tich-ming read the 
letter The pam of her daughter’s fate had penetrated not only 
into her mind but mto her whole body, and she had not strength 
to move Somehow, she told herself, she must prepare food 
and take it to the field for her husband and son She roused 
hcnclf slowly, muttenng prayers that her elder son might come 
home safely Mcanwlulc she hoped for anotlicr letter 

The government’s plan to seize the property of Lo and otlicr 
recalcitrant farmers hung fire, but there was an unrestful fcclmg 
in the air The Japanese Ind disturbed the whole of China, 
though die fighting was still only m the north Otlicr land- 
ownicrs came to talk to Lo, but he gave always the same 
answer tliat he had made up lus mmd and no one could 
change it. What tliat decision was tlicy did not know, but 
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tlicy supposed It to be what he had declared at tlie meeting, 
so they felt quite safe themselves m mamtaimng tlieir own 
refusal 

In view of the urgency and importance of die road, the 
govenimeiit could have used force, but it preferred to try once 
more to gam the people’s awlhng assent It was announced 
diat another representative was being sent to hold a fresh meet- 
ing The rumour arculated among diosc concerned and they 
came to see Old Lo, asking what should be done about it 
But Lo replied that he had nothing new to say and went 
on working m his fields His wife overheard die delegation 
talking and, m fear of more trouble, tned to persuade Lo to 
change lus mind, but m vain 

One cvenmg, not long before Old Lo and Tieh-mmg were 
due to come home, a government official found his way to die 
house He asked very pohtcly for Lo, but die wife, who had 
never before had contact widi an official, diought diat he might 
get her husband mto difficulties and evaded saying whedicr he 
was at home or not But she had, of course, no means of 
stopping Lo from coming in from the fields, and a moment 
later he appeared at die door widi Tieh-mmg Guessing diat 
the offiaal had come about the land question, Lo gave lum a 
nod The old woman, holding her breadi m suspense, sighed 
widi rchef when it turned out diat the official had not come 
about the land at all He had brought a decree from the Cen- 
tral Government to convey to die Lo family its satisfaction with 
their son Opening a scroll, he read aloud 

‘ Lo Kan-mmg, twenty-two years old, a native of Yunnan 
Province and a soldier of die Seventh Army, fought heroically 
m die defence of Tcli-an, near Kiukiang On receivmg the 
order to dirust mto die enemy’s hnc, he led Ins party forward, 
and the action resulted m a big defeat for die enemy As he 
was m die front hnc, he received many wounds and died on 
die battle-field The President of die Central Government 
thanks lum for lus bravery and patnotism m the nation’s hfe- 
and-dcath struggle and has awarded him the Pao-Hsmg (Preaous 
4 
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Star) medal m appreaatton of his sacrifice for China His name 
•will be glonous in die history of the nation The President 
also thaiils Lo Kan-ming’s parents for their tmselfisliness m 
gi-ving their beloved son to the nation m this unprecedented 
struggle A sum of three tliousand dollars from the national 
treasury is to be given to them, not as compensation for their 
loss, but m recogmtion of thar merit m co-operatmg 'with the 
nation ’ 

No one spoke m response to the decree The house darkened, 
and even the official could not help sharing the fiimily’s grief, 
and unconsaously heaved a sigh himself Presently he placed 
the money on the table and got up to go Wisely enough 
Tich-ming escorted him a little way When he got back he 
found his mother wcepmg loudly and whispering that she did 
not care about die fame and money, diough she had never 
dreamed of so much money before, but only about her beloved 
son Old Lo still said nodung It was another tcmble evening 
for Tich-mmg 

Next morning Lo’s house was again besieged by journalists 
■n anting to know about the boyhood of lus heroic son What 
inhumanity dicy showed to these two hcaay' hearts ' One 
dail) newspaper m the to'rni pnntcd a headline ‘ UnpatnoOc 
parents have patnotic son’ They had not forgotten that Lo 
and his wife had refused to give up their land for the bmldmg 
of the Burma Road 

Tlic proposed mcctuig to settle the land problem could not 
now be long delated The new's from the front w'as w'orsc, 
and the Gencrahssimo Chiang-Kai-shek was urging that die 
Burma Road be finished wathm a )car Old Lo prepared to 
go to the meeting still adamant in his opimon 

He w asjust Icavmg home when suddenly Li, looking padienc- 
all\ agitated, appeared before him Lo nodded and moved on 
But Li grasped his right hand and W'ould not let lum go until 
he had imparted Ins own news ‘ My wafe is dead — your 
cousin he said hurncdlj * Do you understand — your 
cov^sin has been killed by the Japanese An airplane dropped 
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a big bomb nghc on my house and killed my wife and my 
litde son I was worlang m tlie field when I heard tlic noise 
and was hurrymg back when another bomb fell m my field 
and rumed all my crops I liavc been to tcU my daughter to 
stay away Now I have no home, no wife, no son, and no 
land . ’ Ebs voice broke and he wept tembly 

Tins news would previously have been a great shock to Lo, 
and, but for Ins own recent expenences, he would have been 
mchned to disbehcve it Now he blinked once or twice, and 
then stood starmg at Li appalled He was rccalhng how happy 
and jolly Li had been only a few months ago His cousm had 
been happy too , he remembered how she had enjoyed his 
joke about the commg of the baby son He could not bcheve 
that Lis beautiful fields could be spoiled by an^fthmg but 
drought or flood Then he thought of Ins daughter, his elder 
son, lus own ccntunes-old land At last he could think no 
more / He felt only a great stone m his heart Turning away 
fi'om Li he began to walk on 

‘ You are so cold,’ said Li, still weepmg He thought Lo 
fdt no sympathy for him ‘ You have no heart * 

But Old Lo was sdent because he knew it would be useless 
to give Li words of consolation So he let hmi weep until he 
could weep no more for exhaustion Then he told his wife to 
get him to bed for a while 

The old woman had been ready to pour out all her own 
sorrow when she saw Li at tlic door But when Li had 
spoken her tongue seemed fixed m her mouth and she could 
not murmur a word Presendy Lo left die house for the 
mcetmg 

How had such a fate overtaken Li’s wife and son ? It was 
because die Japanese navy were now blockadmg the entire coast 
of Cluna, and die Chinese could therefore only get war sup- 
phes from Amenca and Bntam through Hanoi m Indo-Chma 
Most of these supplies came through by the Yunnan-Haiphong 
Railway At that time Indo-Chma was a neutral temtory, 
under French protecuoii, and all die Japanese could do to pr^ 
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vent supplies reaching the Chinese was to bomb the terrmnus 
of the railway m China It was still very difficult for Japanese 
aircraft to operate so far from tlicir bases, and this was their 
first attempt to do so Li hved near the railway station, and 
his wife, his baby son and his land had accordmgly suffered 
this temble fate Not much damage was done to the station, 
but the bombmg made the inhabitants realise that another 
route for Chma’s war supphes was urgently needed The 
buildmg of the Burma Road must not be delayed m any 
arcumstanccs 

At the mcetmg the government representative cxplamed the 
war situation in detail and with feehng, m order to wm over 
the hearts of the local people He recounted the past relations 
between Chma and Japan, showmg that the Chmese are a 
peace-loving people havmg no desire to interfere m other 
nations’ affairs, whereas the Japanese had frequently tned to 
invade China by force of arms and assume the Icaderslup of 
Asia He desenbed with tears the atroancs which the Japanese 
had committed m the occupied Chinese ades, towns and vil- 
lages , the killing of poor and innocent people with no respect 
for age or sex He reminded his audience how contrary all 
tins was to the Confuaan ideas so deeply rooted m every 
Chinese mmd He quoted Confuaus’ saying that ' all men arc 
brothers and went on to urge diat brothers should help each 
other to resist aggression He urged the audience to realise 
that the proposed Burma Road was the hfe-hne by which 
China could win freedom, and emphasised tliat the sons and 
daughters of those present must prepare to accept every sacri- 
fice and give anv help required of them Surely no one, he 
concluded, v ould sit and w ait for death unless his illness were 
Imown to be incurable 


Most of tlic audience, stirred to anger and enthusiasm, were 
reads to promise m) help But there were still a few selfish 
people, so short-sighted tint thc) could not sec bevond the 
boundaries of tlicir tiny properrv There was also a group of 
compLccnt ones who refused to beheve tliat Japan could con- 
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*1 am a \f'\ fatnirr,’ lie siiil in a low \oicc, all 

tliC Mfotir l.c li'cl 'liov II at tl r h\t mcctiiu’ *rcmmit to ln\c 
left liMii *1 <'il. want to remain a Minple farmer,’ lie con- 
tinual 'Th'- land I ln\c no'\ come*; from m) ancestor': I 
promi'cd iin fuller to uicl to it v lien he died I want to he 
a filial 'on to nn father as Confucius teaches I uant this piece 
of land to rcnniii in the lo faniiK for cser’ Tlic audience 
rustled and '^lirrcd Some wcic startled, some smiled ‘But 
' lie V ent on, ‘ I base neser swanted to do harm to otlicrs, 
and I dishl c hasant; harm done to me by others I live simply, 
as a simple farmer should luc I ssorh atad rest according to 
m\ needs I paj the tax as Inch is due to the government 
What more can )Ou cvpcct an ignorant, poor person like me 
to do 5* ' 

‘ Now ’ — he raised his voice a little — * now my work has been 
disturbed Now I am restless Now my heart lias been 
wounded Who has done all tins lo me ? ’ I Ic raised his 
voice further ‘ Who has done all tins to me, I say ^ It is not 
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the govcmmetit,’ The audience vras grotraig alarmed ‘ It js 
not the government. It is the Japanese. The Japanese have 
lolled my son-m-law m Shanghai The Japanese have lolled 
m^ daughter m Nankmg The Japanese have killed my grand- 
son m Nanking The Japanese have lolled my cousm of the 
Li family m Kunming The Japanese have killed mv cousin’s 
son The Japanese are foremg our government to huild the 
Burma Road It is the Japanese vrho want our land, not the 
government. I, a feeble old man, cannot avenge m^•self on 
them, so I must let the government do it for me. Therefore 
I now give ail my land to the goiemment I want no com- 
pensation And I, my wnfe and m\ young son, will give our 
labour to the buildmg of the Burma Road I now*^ give my 
son to the government to demand of him any sacrifice that 
may be necessary for the nation Every one of us must give 
up his land to the nanon. We must do it now There is no 
amc to waste 

He finished abruptly The assembly was stirred and shaken 
by his simple and moving words. The\’ rose m unison and 
cned that thc\ would do the same as Lo 

After a little while they clustered round Lo to condole wnth 
him in all his gnef Amid the confusion and exated talk the 
journalists were busy as usual They jostled round Old Lo m 
a arclc Extra cdinons of tbcir papers w ere issued at once and 
all the headlines declared Old Lo to be the greatest patnot m 
Yunnan At the omc, Lo knew nothing of this, for he could 
not read If he could, he would ha\c laughed sardomcally at 
the changcabilirv of journalists’ minds But later he heard that 
big pictures of bimsclfi wnth fulsome wordmg underneath, had 
appeared, and that troubled him, for he feared people would 
thml he was saenfiang his land for the sake of notoncty or 
ir direct profit. The adjecuves of the journalists he ignored . 
abuc or praise — it was all one to Lo 
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TAKING A LITTLE REST 


V 

ANOTHER PROBLEM 

IT was getting dark as Lo took the footpatli to Ins home, and 
presently the sound of chattenng Inmnn voices echoing m Ins 
head gave way to tlic pleasant clamour of a huge flock of honung 
birds The sound sent a shaft through his heart, reminding him 
that he would not be rctunimg to Ins own home many more 
evenings But he comforted himself witli tlic tliought that 
there would still be many of cirdi’s creatures who could con- 
tinue peacefully in tlicir homes 
Now and tlicn he coughed It was Ins habit to smoke Ins 
long bamboo pipe wutli the object of sootlung his cough, whereas 
m fact It obviously aggravated it He now took out die pipe 
as usual, and Ins steps slowed wdnlc he knocked out die ashes 
and recharged die bowl Then he had to stop altogether be- 
cause he could not find his flint He searched his pockets m 
vam Perhaps he had forgotten to brmg it wnth Inm when 
he burned away from home. 
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Then his worn old c)’cs caught the glmt of the sparkling 
sunset over the hills All his life this famihar sight had been 
for him tlic sign that it Vi-as time to go home from the fields. 
Normall) he paid no more heed to it than one paj-s to a clock 
now It seemed to hold some dioughtfiil mcamng for him 
Above the sunset the clouds hung dark and grey, and Old Lo 
knew that this meant ram dunng the night or m the early 
morning The sk)'hnc of the hills was sharp against the sun- 
set but die valleys "vt ere enveloped m darkness Lo’s owm fields 
were qmte near now InstmcQvcly he changed his direction 
toward them mstcad of to his house No one else was about. 
He reached the spot on the fence of Ins field where he had aln^-j’S 
been accustomed to sit, and paused to stare at the stubble which 
V. as all diat remained after the gathering of the nee harvest He 
thought of nothing for a while. Then, standing up dcasivd), 
he walked round die field as if givmg it a thorough mspecdon 
Occasionally he stooped to pick up a handful of earth and 
scrutimsc it carcfiill) Fmally he hesitated, took a deep breath, 
and burned away He had made up his irund not to see his land 
agam 

While Old Lo was hastening home, his wnfc wntli Old Li and 
Tieli-mmg W'as waiting paoendy for him to bcgui die cvemng 
meal It would be impossible to cMggcratc how worned the 
old w'oman was The journalists and photographers, having 
had htdc success with Lo at the meeting, had rushed to Lo’s 
house, and she had had great difficult) m gctnng nd of diem 
Nothing but die fact diat their stomaclis were empty persuaded 
diem to go iwa) in die end Now it was getting litc, and she 
did not know wliat could ha\c happened to her husband Re- 
membering die last meeting, she recalled wlut a temper her hus- 
band Ind returned from it in And again her thoughts returned 
to her daughter and bab) grandson, and most of all to her 
elder son Kan-ming A cold pain was creeping deeper and 
deeper into her heart and she wanted to bow her head on the 
table But w idi a rclatn c as a guest in die house she could not 
pi\c wa\ to her sorrow Besides, Li seemed to be fcclinc a 
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■With now,’ he presently said steadily ‘ We must hurry to help 
the government first. As a matter of fact, I have given Tieh- 
ming to the nation and it is for the government to dcade what 
he IS to do next 

‘ Very well, I ■wdl give Hsiao-mei to the nation too, remarked 
Li jocularly 

Nobody could help laughing This was the first hghtening 
of the gncf-ladcn atmosphere of the house 

Next morning Hsiao-mei came to sec her father She dis- 
placed wonderful self-control over the death of her mother and 
baby brother She had now resolved, she said, to be tramed as 
a nune and to go to the firont , she had made up her mmd to 
give herself entirely to the service of the nation Old Li at once 
shouted out that that was just what he wanted her to do Again 
his enthusiasm made Lo and his "Wife laugh 

Tieh-ming laughed too He had not entirely understood 
what his elders were saying about himself and Hsiao-mei, and 
he greeted her quite straightforwardly 
Hsiao-mci had heard all about Lo giving his land and Tieh- 
nung to the nanon She began to talk a great deal, using such 
ncvdy-acquircd words as ‘ Democratic nations ’, ‘ Aggressors 
‘ Totalitanans ‘ Axis ’, ‘ Soaahsm ’, ‘ Fascism ’, ‘ Commun- 
ism ’, ‘ Nazis ’, and so on. This soon exhausted Old Lo’s 
patience Standmg up he said ‘ For goodness’ sake stop using 
all these queer \s ords I just want to beat the Japanese, who have 
lulled my relatives and other fellow human bemgs ’ 

Just after Hsiao-mci left the house, someone else arrived It 
V as the gov emment representative who had been at the meeting 
He explained that General Lung Yun, Chairman of the Yunnan 
Provmaal Government, havnng heard of Lo’s pamonc gift to 
tlic nation, v ishcd to sec lum personally to convey to him the 
government’s gratitude This embarrassed Old Lo dreadfully 
He had no wish to be tliankcd in person, but at the same time 
he felt It would be impolite or disobedient not to accept the in- 
vnntio 1 of such a high offiaal So he agreed to accompany the 
representattve, but on condition that he should not have to face 
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any journalists or photographers at the offiaal residence The 
condition was accepted and Lo left for the town 
After cxcliangmg a few words with the Chairman, he pro- 
duced from Ins huge doth-bag the three thousand dollars which 
had been given to Inm m rccogmtion of his cider son Kan-mmg’s 
heroic conduct m the war ‘ Now, your Excellency,’ he said, 

‘ I have given my land and my house to the nation, and my 
wife and younger son arc gomg to work on the road, so we do 
not need tius money But a lot of matenal will have to be 
bought for the building of the road, and the government may 
be able to make good use of the money ’ The Chairman was 
both surprised and deeply moved He said that if everj^ atizen 
in the countT}’^ would follow Lo’s example the defeat of the 
Japanese would be speedy 

Just as Lo \wis about to leave Government House, two for- 
eigners entered They were journalists, Mr Frank Wood, the 
Far Eastern correspondent of a big London daily newspaper, and 
Mr Donald Coward, the Far Eastern correspondent of one of 
the most powerful New York papers Bodi had been m China 
for many years before the Japanese mi'asion, and had travelled 
widely throughout China Bemg m Kunming they had heard 
of the building of the Burma Road and were now anxious to 
secure the first authontative and onginal story about it. They 
knew of Lo’s obstinate refusal to give up his land, and on read- 
ing m the local paper that mommg somethmg about his patnotic 
action, they were puzzled, and wondered if they had not mis- 
interpreted die Cluncsc characters It was a piece of w'onderful 
luck for them to hear a rumour that Lo w'as actually m the 
Government buildmg, and they were \ciy disappomtcd to be 
refused a personal interview wnth the old peasant. They asked 
if they could photograph him, but dus too was refused By w ay 
of explanation they were told that it had been agreed beforehand 
that no one was to be allow cd to bother him It w'as altogcdier 
bejxind their comprehension Here was someone who did not 
want to advertise lumsdf * China was snll mptenous to them 
even after years of residence. 
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Ncverthelj^ they were not going to let such a wonderful 
opportunity for a ‘ story ’ go -without a struggle So, after one 
more unsuccessful attempt to interview the old farmer, each re- 
turned to his hotel and mvented a thnlhng storj^ about Old Lo’s 
life and his recent reactions to the government’s demand for his 
land One desenbed him as stem, smister and obstinate, -with 
long whiskers like those of the characters m ‘ Chu Chm Chow , 
and went on to desenbe how Lo had brought -with him to the 
meeting a small knife hidden m his shirt, and that -was why the 
government representative could not force him to give up his 
land It seemed that Lo had later gone to worship the wooden 
idol m the local temple and conceived the idea that he would be 
heavily punished by divine power if he tned to keep his land, 
and It was for that reason that he consented to give way after all 
The other journalist depicted Lo as a feithful Confiiaanist who 
was sometimes cleverer than Confuaus He did not want to 
part mth his land because of his behef m the rehgion of anccstor- 
wonhip, but later gave way before the tyrannic^ pressure of the 
government. Both stones were well-presented and sounded 
plausible to foreigners They were published m London and 
Ne-vv York -mth more or less the same comment that Chinese 
people arc individualists and fatalists Of course, Mr Wood and 
Mr Con ard knen how they had -wntten these stones, but they 
had their reputation as experts on Far Eastern affairs to keep up 
But the stones did not harm Old Lo, who could not read his o-wn 
language and never dreamed of anything being -wntten about 
him in anv other language 

Next dav Mr Wood and Mr Coward came to Government 
House again This tunc thej v. anted to know tlic plan for the 
buildmg of the proposed Burma Road They supposed that the 
Cluncsc Gov emment must hav c set up committees and gathered 
experts ftom all over the country to discuss the construction 
of bndges, die distnbunon of labour, and the c-vpcnditurc on 
matcnals The road, ftom Kunming to Burma, would be 
roughlv 700 miles long, and dicy recognised that it constituted 
a ormidablc undcrulang To dicir astonishment and disap- 
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VI 

A GREAT MULTITUDE 

THERE was a great multitude of people m Kunmmg Every 
street and lane was packed The whole aspect of the aty had 
changed. It was neither like it had been a year ago, nor like 
It was yesterday Every day fresh streams of people amved 
from the battlefields of the northern provmces Hopci, Honan, 
Shangtung, Kiangsu, Chekiang, Anhm, Hupeh, Kiangsi The 
greatest mass imgration m Chmesc history was gomg on Along 
mountam footpaths, through damp and miasrmc jungles, over 
rock)' peaks, beside dangerous preapices, and upon tie waters 
of small nver tnbutanes, this great mass of peace-lovmg Chinese 
people had trekked day and mght, month after month, towards 
the south-west provmces Commg from such widely separated 
parts of the vast area of China they spoke many different dia- 
lects, but only a few needed to make themselves understood to 
one another by means of the umvcrsal Ciunese written language 
Kunmmg bad become a ‘ cosmopohtan ’ centre, of great!) 
enhanced importance smcc the scat of the Central Government 
had been moved from Hankow m Hupeh to Chungkmg m 
Szechwan, for Szechwan borders Yunnan An air Ime runs 
daily from Kunmmg to Chungkmg, a distance of about 700 
miles, and a highway has aicady been construrted 
Most of this great mass of people m Kunmmg had suScred 
sc\ crely at the hands of the Japanese They had lost cither their 
parents or grandparents, or their children or grandchildren 
Rendered homeless and resdess, they understood the rudilessncss 
of the Japanese militarists wcU enough to feel resolved to do 
an\ mg to^ beat back the mtaders So, m response to the 
gosemments call for labour to build the Burma Road, great 
numbers lud come In a few hours Government House was 
surrounded wndi aowds of diem Most declared that they 
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tvorbng clothes for Li to use, lie latter h^^^Ilg lost everything 
in the bomhing Tieh-ming made a small hnndle for himself 
which he could carry on his shoulders It contamcd no more 
rban a pair of strav’' sandals and an old suit of his father s which 
<iad been cut down for h i m . 

Only the woman could not make up her nirnd •'ahat to 
take and what to leave behind. She knew everything m the 
house so mtimately , ever} object was nch with associations 
Some things had been given her by her daughter and son-in- 
law when dicy left Kunming for Nankmg As they were now 
dead, the old mother would have liked to keep their gifts m 
memory of them. The same question arose over an old pau 
of shoes that had belonged to Kan-ming He had forgotten 
to take them with him at the end of his last visit, which had 
ended so tragicall} vnth Lo’s outburst, and ever smee she had 
been insisting that they must be sent on to bun. But even 
nme she broached the subject Lo flared up He said there was 
no need to bother, and, mdeed, but for her fierce insistence, 
V ould has e removed the shoes, m order to leave nothing to 
remind her of Kan-ming Thinking of all this, the old v oman 
picked up the shoes and her tears streamed down She simply 
could not burr) over her packing, and Lo grew impanent 
Before thev left, Li Hsiao-mci called Shc had heard that 
her father and the three members of the Lo famil} v ere gomg 
off to help vnth the budding of the road, and though her time 
was very fully occupied both with her job and her traming in 
nursmg, shc had obtained a fev hours’ leave to sec her ftthcr 
and relations For it v as Jmown that the road v ould take 
mans months to budd and that it would talc the workers 
farther and farther from Kunming In her neat dress and mth 
her V cll-bn.shcd blacl. hair, Hsiao-mei loo' cd very attractive 
Th'-oi.gh da\-s and riondis of deahrg wnth strarge people, she 
had co-nplvclj lost 1 cr girluh sh ness and as nov mote 
m—a -id ir ipeccli Aftc- grccurg c\cr\ one in the no„ c, 
>e tn'd he- fad er tl.at shc v as sen. sorry nor to be gong 
nil 1 iir to loo' after him, bat that slie too ould be h.ioing 
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the field-fences and break stones to form the bed , a great rock 
would be rolled along to smooth the surface. It was mtended 
that the road should pursue roughly the ancient route from 
Burma to China which Marco Polo followed on Ins journey 
firom Rome mto Asia m the thirteenth century There "was 
no time for detailed planmng The multitude of helpers had 
to be got to work at once 

The crowd moved m a huge procession to tire spot where 
the road was to begm, each person carryuig a small bundle of 
possessions on his back The authonties had provided a large 
quantity of long-handled hoes, mattocks, pickaxes, large baskets 



and otlicr pnmitivc native tools There were very few 
mechanical tools, for machinery was difficult to transport to 
such a remote inland region, particularly m war-tom condi- 
tions , most of the farmer-labourers would in any case not 
ha\c knowTi how to handle tlicm, and besides, the government 
needed its limited supphes of machinery for more important 
i\ork at the front and m the factones Some of tlic farmers 
brought their own hoes and pickaxes To tliosc who watched 
the great mass of humanity flowing tlirough the streets of 
Kunming, it seemed as if tlic very country was on die move 
Old Lo grevs more and more miserable at die diought of 
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assisting in tlic destruction of his ossm land Not tliat he re- 
gretted lus gift to tlic government, but it was natural for luin, 
and more stdl for lus wnfe, to feel acute regret at dieir loss ; 
Lo even feared tliat his wife might not be able to control her 
feelmgs So he begged permission for himself, lus vvufe and son 
and Old Li to work on tlie next section of the road and thus 
avoid visiting tlieir home and land again His request was 
granted 



Lo and his wife were too old to do the heaviest work of 
road-bmldmg, so they sat on the grass at the bottom of a rocky 
bill with hundreds of others and broke stones Each of these 
workers W'as provided with a hammer, which it was necessar}' 
to swing high and hard to break the stones Sometimes frag- 
ments sprang up and struck the faces of the stone-breakers, but 
Ro one complained Old Lo and his wife worked together 
Lo split up the biggest stones and lus wife chopped these mto 
fiae pieces Li, bemg •younger and ver)’- healthy and strong, 
Was given tlie w ork of detaching big lumps of stone frum the 
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biliside Tins did not give him at all the feeling of satisfaction 
he had formerly expcnenced when ploughing and cultivating 
his own land, but he laboured on with detenrunatioii. ho 
Tieh-mmg and a crowd of odier youngsters put the broken 
stones mto baskets and earned them to those who were actually 
paving the road, Heh-ming was very qmck at his work, pour- 
mg out one basketful after another He seemed to like the job 
better than working on his ftither’s land, but this was only 
because he had not forgotten how Li Hsiao-mci had insisted 
that evciy'onc "should do his share for the nation He had not 
been able to make himself understood to his parents before. 



but now that his whole family was workmg on the road he 
VrOs happ) 

Ever} one in the great multitude worked armcably and 
cffiacntl) From daybreak to evening they moved on, foot 
b) foot, jard by )ard, vnthout rest or recreation No one 
expeaed cither Graduall} the authondcs were able to sort 
out the mass into groups and dmdc the extent of the road into 
sections, so that set oral stretches could be -uorked upon simul- 
cancousK Meantime tlic Provmaal Government had sent out 
requests to die heads of cv erj wllagc along the route that thej' 
should assemble their villagers and proceed wth the building 
of the section which ran dirough or near their distnct. The 
response was wonderful In many cases die villagers brought 
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tlicm suffiacnt food to last them for more tlian a hundred 
miles of tlic road, so diat the govenuuent need not feed diem 
As the da^'S went by, diousands more labourers joined the ‘ road 
army Even to die eye, the mcxcdible nbbon of people was 
wnd and movmg , it was as if die earth itself workmg 
Old Lo, straightening Ins neck now and agam to loosen the 
muscles, ^\ould ga2c for a moment at the fertile nee-fields 
nearby and m the distance and say to Li * I dunk diose fields 
arc badly m need of waiter ’ Li’s eyes w'ould follow Lo’s hand 
and he w^ould agree ; * Yes, I dunk so too It looks to be 
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a \cry fine crop ’ They would soon be deep in conversation 
as to what sliould be done about die grass and w'ceds, qmte 
forgetting thar immediate task imtd an inspector came round 
to say that Lo’s wife W'as waiting for more stones to break 
This would make both Lo and Li feel guilty, and they w'ould 
quickly return to tLcir jobs But many others m the multitude 
Jiiust have been dunkuig the same thoughts 
The first section of the road, from Kunnung to I-p‘mg-lang, 
^■as no great distance, and, except for a short strctdi near die 
oot of a rocky^ nioimtaui, w^as completed wnthout much difli- 
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the men of the BURMA ROAD 

Men of China, proud and free, 

Work to win equality 

Let the shovel smooth the road. 

Labour, hghten mankmd’s load 
fight for your land. 

Freedom’s at hand 
Mankind march on. 

Speed ye the dawn. 

Heaven blue, sim of white, 

Field of red, standard bright 

Men of China, proud and free, 

Lift your sword for hberty 

With your blood dcansc ye the earth, 

Btodatikood mMst Imt ws bittla. 

Old days arc done. 

Our battle won 
Mankind march on. 

Speed ye the dawn 
Heaven blue, sun of white. 

Field of red, standard bnght 

Men of China, proud and free, 
Lcammg's lantern bums for thee 
Sacncc aids us in our fight. 

Brings the world to wisdom’s Lght 
Old da)’s arc done. 

Our battle won 
Mankind march on. 

Speed )e the dawm 
Heaven blue, sun of white. 

Field of red, standard bright 
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VII 

UNEXPECTED 

ABOUT tlircc mondis later die road readied die outskirts of 
the city of Hsiakwan, 257 milts from Kunming It had taken 
the workers immense toil to get so far, and dicir adncvcmciit 
was considered htdc less diaii a miracle So far die road, , 
though very rough, W'as ready for use, and motor-traffic from 
Kunming was coming dirough, W’ludi in itself helped to smooth 
the surface 

But the road-builders knew diat beyond Hsiakwan diey 
would have to face c\cn greater risks and difficulties dian before 
Yet Lo seemed to grow more cheerful as the days went by 
He had given up cvcr^'thing to help finish die road as quickly 
as possible, and he felt he was comuig widun sight of Ins objec- 
tive His w'lfc, not unnaturally, had radicr different feehngs 
It was not her resolve diat liad clianged, but her health Lately 
she had grown more and more med, and had begun to mur- 
mur that she needed a rest Lo tned to encourage her with 
descriptions of die peaceful life they would make for them- 
selves after the war 

At die moment, however, both were concerned about Tieh- 
ming, who had not been seen on the road for nearly the whole 
day Everyone was enquiring about lum His cliecrful manner 
and mvanably helpful attitude had won umvcrsal regard He 
would never refuse a request, from old or young, to pick up 
a tobacco pouch that had been dropped a long way down a 
gorge, or to carry a spade or odier tool any distance Yet the 
execution of these favours never interfered with his own duties 
He looked no different from the other youngsters, but every- 
one was so fond of him that it struck diem at once when he 
Was not there to lend a hand as usual At first, Lo and Ins 
wffe did not pay much attention to the enqumes, but later. 
When the Road Inspector asked the same questions, they began 
to Worry The old mother was particularly troubled lest some- 
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thing should have happened to her only surviving oSspnng 
And this, alas, vas fer from improhahle, for alrcadj a large 
number of v-orkers had met their death through epidemic, cold, 
blascmg, landshdc, or fklL The mass of people still worked on, 
regardless of dangers, detennmed to cany' through the construc- 
tion of China’s life-line Their numbers had even increased. 
They may have appeared frtahsts, but actually they v/cre simply 
. resolved friat, come what may, they would finish their task 
The fccLngs of Tleh-mmg’s mother, however, were not so 
simple She cared httle for her own life, which she was quite 
prepared to sacrifice to the road, but she wanted her only son 
to cany on the family name and do more creative work for 
the nation afrer her death. Consequently his present disappear- 
ance troubled her deeply A search for Inm was started. 
Almost everyone m the sector joined in, out of personal regard 
for the bo) Thev' stopped their work for a few hours to try 
to find him. 

Happily nodiing drcadfiil had happened to Tich-ming . he 
had only strayed a httle from the road. He had been sent 
•^ith a message to a section of v orkers near Hsiakv.an, and it 
did no: tain: him very long to dehver it. On his way back 
he V as stopped bv two very tall men wearing dark red sill 
ccas and blue trousers, not quite lil:r Chinese costumes, who 
a^ked the boy the v ay to town. Tieh-ming, m his usual 
straightfow ard manner, directed them without hesitation. He 
had no", m pocir of fact, ever been inside Hsialr^an himself, 
but as ttuS seemed a good opportunity to go and look rou-nd, 
he ofic'cd to conduct the men. 


He Icamt that th- -ere Tibetans They spoke Chinese 
fi-entl ,, and to’d me boy that tne- came annually to Hsialw an, 
i'-d also to Tal^ * h,ch "^as not far a” ay, to trade vnth the 
Chinese ard omer re ghtoumig peoples At tr..s time of year 
t-; fc g Tnar/-et a* Hrak'^-an anracied many dificrcnt peoples, 
T~o u Ch.-es; ard Tioetans, hut a fev Shans and Lolo^ as 
' ’ wchang: goods in the immemonal Cninese manner 
T ; ~rr had 1 tie idea of the rest cf the -^orld, bat they were 
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quite happy their restricted mode of lifp n i. ^ 

of tlic niKkct Hsiakwan was gay with tha v 

costumes of the traders ^ '^anegated native 

of «l.e fl„nna rS ''T®’ ““ *= comtracaon 

^oad. was bnsbr than ever And for foe fet 
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had seized the oono Pro%nnaaI Govem- 

""'aken thcmhabitentsS^i pro%ndcd by the market to 
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So, in addition to the Ir> 1 nation was now waging 

“ffiotaJs had fen “f yLg 
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HsiAnan. but after all P'“'^ont of Tieh-imng to go to 

"™ 4 «etestedt:v^.t," 

to step into thc^e mfrW' resist the tempta- 

*?o'cd on firom one 00^0^^ He 

one huge crowd^ lus vav 

open ™de ^.gte he saw ntade 

>,'';nUcd ,0 hsten to foe ^ " >>« He 

"Shtl) -coloured dresses thou^V'’' u®'* “ 

rcsscs. though he could not understand their 
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language He atched the tradesmen domg their busmess , he 
could not imagme what some of the goods they were exchanging 
could he used for For the time bemg he qmte forgot his road 
work. 

Presently he saw a speaally large crowd gathermg to hear 
somebody speak, so he stepped up too A young offiaal 'U'as 
describing how the Japanese mvaded Chma. But Tieh-rmng’s 
attennon was almost immediately distracted to where another 
speaker, perched on some sort of stand, was addressmg an even 
bigger cross d. At first he could not see the speaker’s fece, 
but on movmg closer, he found, to his great surprise, that it 



A SH.SX cnu. WITH HER JEWELS 

s\ as his relation Li Hsiao-ma He let out a cc) ofjoj Nobodv 
too ' ans notice of him, honever, and Li Hsiao-mci continued 
her speech on the importance and ncccssit) of the Burma Road 
It obwojs that her purpose was to reermt labour for work 
on the road Many answered her call cnthusiasncallt , and it 
was amd thar uproar that Tich-ming’s httlc shout was lost 
To end her address the speaker tned to teach the crowd to smg 
TU Nanonal Anthem, but as most of tlicm were 

1 and odicr non-Chmese races, \crj few joined m Lo 
itch-ming of course, sang as loud as he could Then Hsiao- 
ma came down from the stand and Tich-inmg was able to 
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speak to licr She was delighted to sec him , but when she 
asked a\hy he had come to Hsiakwan instead of working on 
tile road, Tich-ming blushed enmson and gave no answer 
After a few mmutes’ chat tlic pair walked back togctlier to 
die tent m which Old Lo and his \wfc slept The moment 
one of die searclicrs sighted the boy all of diem hailed him 
wdi pleasure, diougli dicy had wasted some of dicir valuable 
hours searclung for luni Hsiao-mci tned to excuse Tich-mmg, 
but Old Lo was ver)^ angry indeed The old man drought 
that diis might be a good opportunity to put a stop to the 
murmunng and grumblmg wluch had been going on recendy 
among the workers, who, after toiluig day and night for many 
months, were not maintammg die same high spmt as at die 
beginnmg of die great enterpnse Old Lo had recendy heard 
one worker — one of the few bid ones among the diousands — 
complam diat die government prowded only nee to cat , and 
he had heard odicrs grumble about die lack of rest and enter- 
tainm'cnt ‘ Tich-niiiig, you wncked boy, I am ashamed of 
bemg your Cidicr,’ he cried funously * We arc here to build 
a road for the maintenance of die life-and-dcadi struggle of our 
nation We arc not here to seek pleasure This is no time to 
pick and choose what we cat, so long as we have somedung 
to satisfy our hunger , and it is no time for enjoyment when 
the very life of Cluna is dircatcncd by die Japanese Our duty 
ts to finish die road, and we can only hope for better dimgs 
after the war Who are you, Tich-mmg, to neglect your duty 
for a whole day ? And who arc you to cause us all to waste 
out valuable time lookmg for you ? I am asliamed of bemg 
the fadier of such a boy ’ The old man was really annoyed, 
^d Tich-mmg now fidly realised liis fault m neglcctmg his 
duty, and resolved to be more obedient to Ins fadier Presendy 
the elder workmen m the tent tned to calm the old. man’s 
temper, sa^nng that Tich-mmg was still very young and should 
c forgiven diis time The road inspector pleaded for him 
too and asked die boy to promise his fiither that he would 
uever stray fi-om his work agam 
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Lo s T.'ife, the aged mother, was ovegoyed to see her son 
back agam Her compassion for him was de fini tely higher than 
her patnotism at that inoment. She felt that Lo was treating 
the boy too harshly, and she was not gomg to upset herself 
too much about Tieh-ming’s behaviour Secretly she was 
extremely pleased to see him m company with Li Hsiao-mci 
and to notice the good terms they were on She was feeling 
older and older and now really did not care much about the 
rest of her life The only thmg that mterested her was the 
future of her young son She was beg innin g to think of him 
as a well-built groivn-up man, and she liked to beheve that he 
would have a family to carry on the name of Lo Li Hsiao- 
ma would make him a good wife, especially as they were so 
on of each other The old woman’s eyes were half-closed 
ij smihng vaguely at the girl m front of her It 
would be embarrassmg to discuss such a subject as marriage 
duccuy With the girl 

Presendy Old Li, who had heard of his daughter’s arrival, 
roppe m from his bndge-buildmg group Father and 
aug ter ^c anged happy cnquines, and this turned the aged 
mother s thoughts for the moment. When her mind returned 
Its perpetu theme, Hsiao-mci was nsmg to go Soon it 
K Sirl had to jom the rest of the party 

mriin! 'v- Government to make speeches, and 

o unming the next day Lo’s wife was disappomted 

1° Th ^ “^efleaed that It imght be easier to talk 

his (kughter Unfortunately Li went out with 

napc^to' Li' not, however, put aside her son’s mar- 

brcalin'T but earned on with her stonc- 

nov that she ^d heavier, and she knew 

that slfc ' me Tm because of this 

help s ith die houseTorl vheTthe b"''" " daughter-m-Iasv to 
and dir^ all returned home ^ 

she contracted malana and became too weal, to move- 
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face at a height of 7,000 feet Rounding a peak they sang the 
March of the Volunteers ♦ 

A-nsc I Ye who refuse to be bond slaves I 
With our very flesh and blood 
Let us build our new Great Wall 
China’s masses have met the dav of danger, 

Indignation fills the heart of all of our countrymen 
A-nse ! A-nsc ’ 

Many hearts with one mmd. 

Brave the enemy’s gunfire, 

March on I 

Brave the enemy’s gunfire, 

March on 1 March on ! March on 1 on ! 

Once again the powerful singing was die only sound to be 
heard in that vast area The feeble voice of a dpng old w oman 
could never reach the ears of her beloved son The new world 
and the new hfc of Chma was dosed to her 
The death of his wfe was a great shock to Old Lo , but it 
made him more determined dian ever to face cver)^ risk and 
accept every sacrifice to hdp finish die Burma Road His sole 
object in hfc was now to beat the Japanese, and dius save 
diousands, milhons of his fellow -beings from the fate which 
had been his But for the Japanese militarists, he reflected, his 
daughter, his son-m-law, his baby grandson, his elder son Kan- 
ming, lus cousm and his old wnfc W'ould still be alive. Above 
all, he wnth his wnfc and Tich-mmg would still be pursuing a 
peaceful life on his owm land AU that was gone He had 
onlj Tich-muig to wony about now But at least he knew' 
that the boy w as tough and honest and able to fight die batdes 
of life himself 

Though Old Lo’s hair and beard were whiter and his eyes 
more sunken, his face had not lost its courageous expression 


* Vfnttcn b) Tien Hon and translated bj la Pao-Ch*cn 
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Working on tlie road, he now kept a constant c)e on Tieh- 
nimg, lest the bov sliould neglect his dut\ out of ) outliflilncss 
or playfulness of heart But Tich-mmg had changed mucli 
rccaidy Since his fatlicr scolded him for yy'andenng into 
Hsiakyy'an he had M'orked harder and quicker tlian ever Alw ap 
noyy he was die first to finish his duty for die day, but aliy-ap 
he w ould continue until rest and sleep overcook all die workers 
His niodierlcss condmon w on siTiipadiy from every one It 
IS a Cliinesc custom for a man yyho has lost Ins yynfe or a woman 
her husband, and espeaally for a child yyho has lost adicr 
parent, to rcmam mdoots for a onie in moummg, as a mark 
of affection and respect. But Old Lo and Tieh-mmg did not 
stop yyork on die Burma Road for a moment 
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VIII 

ETERNITY 

WHEN Li heard of the death of Old Lo’s w^fc he left his camp 
at once to go to him 

It was dusk The sunset sent a crimson shaft above the 
western horizon Below them the mist lolled m the huge 
valley hkc a mammoth grey monster There 'came to Li the 
memory of the walk the tVi'O of diem had taken after their 
visit to the schools’ assembly at the Temple of Confiiaus 
* Does this not remmd you of our walk by Lake Kunmmg a 
year ago ? ’ said Li ‘ What changes there have been m both 
our famihcs since then > ’ 

‘ Yes, mdeed,’ rephed Lo, sighing ‘ I never imagmed there 
would be such disruptions m my life All that my wife and I 
wanted w'as to work together to bring up our cluldren w'cU 
We had no wush to mtcrfcrc wuth other people and never 
thought odicrs would interfere wnth us Now all my family 
except Tich-nimg arc gone. It is the Japanese who have brought 
all this sorrow mto our hves The Japanese alone ’ 

‘ I feel diat W'ay too,’ answ-cred Li ‘ The Burma Road must 
be finished. Those supphes from our alhes must be brought to 
China as quickl) as possible Only then can w'c be avenged.’ 

* Yes, w c must finish the road,’ repeated Old Lo 
‘ By the w’a-j ,’ Li w’cnt on, ‘ I shall soon ha\ e a most difficult 
job on hand A long suspension bndge is to be built over the 
n\cr Mekong I don’t know how suspension bridges arc built 
I Ijiow now how to build small wooden or stone badges , we 
has c alrcads built more than a hundred of them, and coundess 
cuKcrts besides It is sad tliat so many of the workmen 

should base lost their h\cs in the work, but I suppose it can’t be 
helped ’ 

' How V ere dies killed ’ ’ asked Lo 
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‘ Yes, I -unll,’ replied the boy nicmly, and Old Lo snulcd 
Li then said goodbye and left diem together in the gathering 
darkness 

Soon afterwards Li began his new job His group of bndge- 
workers reached the riverside carber dian the mass of road- 
workers among whom were Lo and his son 

They were about 2,500 feet above sea-level, and the road was 
to cut steeply down 60m a pomt 7,500 feet above. The nver- 
edge was pitted with dangerous rocks, chffs marshes and under- 
growth The width of the nver made it impossible to erect a 
temporary lock to dram away the water , nor could foundations 
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be laid beneath such funous rapids That v as why the engineers 
had deaded to build a suspension bndge 

The Central Goi emment m Chungkmg pronded maclunery 
for the construction of the Burma Road where maclunery was 
absolutely necessary , but no heavy' implements such as clci'ators 
and cranes v.crc available Heavy' machmery could not be 
mo\ cd quickly from a long distance, and m any case no men 
could be spared from other important work to move it. Many' 
heavy iron chains and other implements had already been 
brought by o\-cart, but the problem of gct&ng tlicse chams o\ cr 
to tlic other side of the nver remained For lack of clcaators, 
the task of cons cyang them fell to liunian hands 

First, a solid stone foundation v'as built on tlic near bank, and 
die end of a long, duck chain fastened securely to it Then a 
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not manv more to be done, and be began to wonder wbat would 
be the next job 

But unhappily a powerful gust of wmd swept up from behind 
and blew him headlong mto the swurhng rapids flis fellow- 
workers were helpless to save him, and thus Li met his fate 
before he had achieved his desire to see the bndge com- 
pleted 

Li’s fellows were too accustomed to tragedy to feel his death 
more keenly thap. that of the many others who had suffered the 
same fate before him, but Old Lo was heartbroken He was too 
stncken now to think of the past he only remembered that a 
day or two ago he had been talking cheerfully with Li about the 
bmldmg of the suspension bndge Though Li had adrmtted il 
would be a very difficult task, he had seemed so confident that 
he would see it completed , and mdeed, much of that task he 
had accomplished But alas, thought Old Lo, heaven has dealt 
cruelly with Li and myself as with many others How could 
he bear this last ternble blow ? Gnmly he rose from his scat 
and vowed silently that Li’s death should not be m vam and that 
he would carry on the work , and taking out his big hammer 
and baskets he went to break stones 

Next day, after exchangmg the usual mormng grectmgs, no 
one made any reference to Li, but continued their previous day’s 
work Nor did Lo show by word or sign how heavy his heart 
was He closed his bps tightly and made no complamt He 
heard nothmg, and nothing could move him from brcakmg 
stones, not even the patnotic song to the stram of which 
Tich-rmng led tlie other road-workers round a nearby moun- 
tam bluff 

Another day’s work was finished It would have been 
unusual in normal circumstances for Lo to have thought about 
Hsiao-mci, but now he told Tich-mmg to wntc and mform her 
of her fatlicr's dcatli Tich-ming woidd have done so wilhngly, 
but he could find no brush, ink or paper m theur tent, so he 
burned out to borrow some from his road mspcctor He wrote 
the letter, read it to Ins fatlicr, put it m an envelope witli Li 
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descnbed m his writings It resembled Nanking m its arrange- 
ment of streets, buildmgs and aty- walls, thus long ago earning 
the name of ‘ Little Nankmg ’ As the city was so small and the 
road-lme quite close to it, the workers could see the mte,nor 
from the road ' The natives and the other peoples akm to diem 
who dwelt there had never seen so many people m their hves, 
and they all came to the roadside to watch them workmg 
Young girls m their different native costumes of bnUiant colours 
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stood sinihng by the roadside, talking mcessandy The men 
were more reserved The sight of so much youth and freshness 
c iccrc 1 C workers spints, but Tich-ming did not even glance 
lat \\a^ He had not forgotten what had happened to him 
a ter us \ isit to Hsiakwan, and he knew he must not be idle and 
neg cet us work So he stuck out his chest and went on carry- 
ing sma stones Some of the other youngsters made casual 
remar j about die spectators, but Tich-ming reproved them 
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not know tiiat tke sigkt of this bndge brought back to Old Lo 
the vivid memory of his fiiend and relative 

When they reached the aty of Lunghng the men could 
almost count the days it would take to finish the road, though 
there remamed some sixty miles &om Wanting, which is on 
the border between Burma and Chma, to be built Beyond 
Lunghng the country is largely inhabited by Shan people, whose 
customs and language are qmte different &om those of Chma 
Except for those hvmg outside Wanting, however, the 
population falls withm the administrative area of Yunnan 
These people proved very , helpful m the biuldmg of the 
Burma Road They supphed food and many of them jomed 
the workers 

Beyond the Salween the land agam ascends to 7,500 feet or 
more, and then dips down to Lunghng While they were 
workmg near Lunghng the engmeers of that section decided 
to arrange a meeting with another section at the border A 
messenger had to be sent with a request that a day be fixed 
for the opemng of the entire road Ihe job fell to Tieh-mmg, 
Old Lo having been consulted Had there been a serviceable 
foot-path from Lunghng to Wanting, it would not have taken 
Tidi-imng more than tv'o or three days to cover the sixty mdes, 
but the huge rocks and sand-hills around Lunghng impeded 
progress, and the mud after ram was so deep that Tieh-mmg 
V. as given a good deal longer to dchver his message 

No sooner had his son left than Old Lo undertook a new job 
In each section there were a number of men engaged m dyna- 
miting the huge rocks obstructing the way Suitable maclimcry 
vas lacking, and man-power was used wherever possible 
Many of the dynamite w'orkers, as Lo well knew, had cither 
met dicir dcadi or been seriously mjured by explosions This 
was die great problem confronting the road engmeers, since 
ncarlv all the experienced workers were rccovenng from 
injuries Hcanng of this Old Lo, dnven by some inner force 
and hasuig great faidi m his own abihti,, offered his services 
His offer a as accepted, and an hour or tw'o later, fastened by a 
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If-’Jsrr K"!; jrotfu! lu\ I o \\A^ droppril o\cr (lie edge of a 
hu’h ci *: '?t5 I'r.ulr 1 1 1 I’.r Air, he loo) rJ tlov n at (lie deep 

inmhri hrloA. lie irsv’e a \null hole in die rv^cl -fiec with n 
1 Ji line: Ati ’ hi'rd It V. tth d\ iiAinite 'I hen he eo\ ered (he d\ tn- 
tn.te wtt’t <j*td (o ret-rii rction nnd pne him ^ullieieiU (imc 
to el ini' tv J t p (lie clitf No jOv^ner had he rcichcd the top 
ths'i ti’c pi'wdrr r\plo led 'Ihe reMiIt wa\ miuc^sIuI, itui I o 
trpeited it a ‘cio ,d, a thud, a loiuth, a filth, i M\th, and i 
♦rtrt.th (iinr Hot the ^-'lenth time wa^ the lot 

V. wjt that I o had o\ri -tiled hnn\e!l', or w a"; hetner-confidciu 
and ratclvt^ W'ii.'eter dc irA^on, he fon I't tii coter the 
pov V nil •Aiid, dir c\p!o ion orenired ainnwt tninicdntrl\, 
A.iJ hr w^\ Mown to ptrit< He eotilvl ln\e linidad of! the 
joh <1 1 die lolli'winr dn, hut ho “ril had Kd him hc\oiul the 
hniit of !io endiUAitet,, Hr liul never donhteJ that he would 
ire the Ihiinn Roid linidud, and that had not quite happciud 
He died, uni nown, hie the liiindnds of oihris who sarrificcd 
tlieiujcKri to the road 

Av for 1 leh-miiir, c\ cn he came near to death After Icavinq 
Im father and the revt, he walled diccrfullv and quick!) He 
clunhcd the rod v ami clifls cavilv, and on hu way he vang one 
song after another in order to I cep up hiv spiriLv It was not 
aers long before he readied the nc\t vector and heard odicr 
\oiccs joining in his songs lie was Inown to the workers 
there too, and vs os nivcn a verv warm vsdeome After shanng 
a little food he staned to move on aqain As he turned to give 
a last lool at his companions there w^s a deafening crack like 
thunder It was too laic for him to nin before tlic land-shdc 
of a huge sandliill Man) of the nun were buried immcdiatdy 
and were later dug out, dead, by anotlicr band of workers 
The engineers in Tich-muig's section, wlica tlicy heard of tlic 
catastrophe, assumed tint die boy had been buned, and sent 
out another messenger 

It avas a miracle that Tich-imiig was not killed Luckily he 
had just left the group of men working by die sandhill, and he 
vs as flung b) die explosion to die edge of die landslide As he 


84 the men op the buema road 

fell he was stopped by a huge rock which supported him and 
shielded him &om the great mass of moving sand ' 

After a long time the fall of sand slackened, and Tieh-ming 
was able to move He was very weak, but htde by htde he 
managed to shake off the sand from his body The continuous 
movement had made the rock unstable, and scemg it move, 
Tieh-mmg grasped the branch of a small tree Then the rock 
gave way altogether and rolled down mto some marshy water 
surrounded by tall weeds and bushes, the loud splash frightenmg 
away a hungry tiger which had apparendy been hidden m the 
marsh and had been observing the boy for some time At the 
sound of the splash die animal gave a great leap and vanished 
Tieh-ming had never before seen a real tiger, and at the thought 
of all he had heard about people bemg eaten by tigers he col- 
lapsed and lost consaousncss 

Night fell and a new day broke, and the boy lay there still 
unconscious When at last he opened his eyes he was surprised 
to see a crowd of monkeys dart away from him In that region 
the wcadier was mild and rather cold at mght, and the monkeys 
had crouched round Tich-mmg for warmth and m turn had 
kept the boy warm Tieh-mmg now began to feel hungry, 
and his eyes followed the monkeys leapmg from one tree to 
anodier and pickmg the wdd rosc-bemes and other green fruits 
Tich-mmg ate some too and felt better The next thmg he 
knew he must do was to find a way up to the road-lme With- 
out much idea of direction, he walked steadily up and up The 
monkeys all ran away 

As It happened, lus fall had shortened lusjoumcy considerably 
It was impossible to rcascend the chff directly, so he moved m 
the only direction open to him After another mght and day, 
with scarcely an)'tliing to cat or dnnk, he managed to find the 
road-line not far from some workmen, but he was too exhausted 
to reach them before he collapsed agam 
When he came round he was Ijing m a hospital at Lashio 
He had not lost die message, which he had kept all die time 
inside Ins pocket He had been seen b) one of the workers and 
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moved to the engineers’ camp at Wanting. Tlicy had found 
tlic message m Jus pocket, and tins Jiad enabled tliem to hurry 
up tlie completion of die road In the meantime diey sent 
Tieh-ming by car from Wanting to Lashio for medical tireat- 
ment 

At Wanting die road reaches the boundary of Chmese tern- 
tor)' The stretch between, 116 miles, was made by the 
Burmese audionties wth all die necessary machmery, and die 
hardslups and difficulties winch obtauied on Clunese terntory 
had been mmimised Tieh-ming’s message, dehvered wlule 
he was still imconsaous, amved a few days earher dian the 
second message, and m response to it die foreman at Wanting 
had already started preparations to hasten die work and plan die 
opemng of die route for the transport of war supplies accumu- 
lated at Lashioi The audionties bodi in Burma and m Chma 
had now fixed a day for the opemng 
It IS 610 miles from Wanting to Kunmuig, and die Chmese 
workers had budt the road over dus distance, under the most 
prmutivc conditions, mlime mondis Usmg only dieir hands, 
dicy erected 289 bndges, mcludmg tv'o big suspension badges 
with a load-bearmg capaaty of 10 to 15 tons, and 1,959 culverts 
The road-bed is sixteen feet wude, has a maximum grade of 
eight m a hundred and a mimmum curve radius of fifty feet 
The mitial cost of construction borne by the Government w’as 
between five and six milhon Chmese dollars — ^less than ^go,ooo 
m English money A large mtyonty of the workers received 
no wages, and most of diem brought theu famihes and prowded 
then own food Anyone avith a htdc knowledge of engmeermg 
and modem road construction would refuse to consider build- 
mg a 610-milc road m nme mondis, even tiath much more 
dian j(^ioo,ooo to spend, and all necessar)' machmer)' But die 
Buniia Road was not, for the time bemg, mtended for comfort- 
able dnmig by tounsts, but solely for die speedy transport of 
arms and supphes from Chma’s fnends Ever)' )'ard had been 
constandy unproved smee its construction by one band of 
workers after another Lo and his ■onfe and Li and thousands 
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of Others would have been greatly reheved to know that the 
road had been finished and that supphes were coming mto 
the country, but that could not be It would be to underrate 
and misconstrue theur sacrifice to judge this road by modem 
standards 

To everyone’s dehght Tieh-ramg was appomted to drive the 
first lorry along the road on the opening day It was felt that 
his services, and the sacrifice of life made by his family, should 
be thus rewarded 

Tieh-ming, lymg weak and exhausted m hospital and suffenng 
firom some disease he had contracted, knew nothing of this 
One day, after a long and soothmg sleep, he awoke to feel a 
soft warm check against his He moved shghdy, and the check 
was quickly withdrawn Lookmg up he was amazed to see Li 
Hsiao-mci m nurse’s uniform beside his bed Overwhelmed 
with joy, he stretched out his arms and embraced her, as he 
used as a chdd to embrace his old mother They both blushed, 
and It was Hsiao-mci who first recovered bers^ and told her 
piocnt to rest After diis episode they were rather embar- 
rassed with each odicr, particularly Tieh-mmg, for m China 
such conduct on the part of a young boy towards an unmamed 
girl-cousin is not looked upon with approval Tich-ming sliut 
his eyes tighdy m shame 

Hsiao-mci was called away at last to the side of another 
patient, and Tich-ramg’s embarrassment diminished 
The lad quickly recovered with the help of careful nursing, 
and when he was quite better the news of Ins fether’s death wa", 
broken to lum His gnef drew lum closer to Hsiao-mci Only 
she could comfort and put ftesh heart into him She urged him 
to become a dnver and thus help to bnng die supplies into 
China 

At last the great day amved A spcaal lorry had been 
painted on both sides v idi the name * Lo Tich-ming * Every- 
diing V as ready, and great crowds assembled at die commence- 
ment of the road Tich-mmg felt happy He pushed back some 





LO TIEII-MING SUR\TVES TIIE LANT3SUDE 
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of the crowd and, squeezing Hsiao-mci’s hand tightly, jumped 
into die lorry and set off amid loud chccnng, followed by about a 
diousand lomcs It took them five days to reach Kunmmg 
There was an even greater crowd at Kunmmg Station, and Tieh- 
mmg smiled broadly as he got down from the lorry Unhke 
Old Lo, he did not nnnd the journalists and photographers who 
surrounded him, and soon on die walls of Kunmmg, and on 
the front pages of die newspapers, were emblazoned die words 
‘ Lo Tich-mmg, the litde hero of die Burma Road ’ 

Next mommg he rccaved a letter just before setting out on 
die return journey, and sat down to read it : 

‘ MY DEAR COUSIN TIEH-MING, 

‘ I was so pleased to see you dnve die first lorry on the new 
road, and hope you have arnved safely m Kunmmg by the time 
this letter reaches you I wish I could have been diere to meet 
you 

‘ Now both you and I are orphans we liave only each other , 
nd we must not forget that die Japanese have made us orphans 
^e must go on workmg for China until our enermes are dnven 
)ut I am sure our friends, Amcnca and Bntain, ^vlll continue 

0 aid us, for they arc pcace-lovmg peoples Your work, dear 
:ousm, as a lorry-dnvcr carrymg war supphes is most important 
md essential to the nation I pray that you will do your utmost 
to fulfil your duty and not falter m your rcsponsibdity to our 
Joldiers Remember the ffte of your mother, your father, 
and your brother and sister 

‘ I have finished my traimng as a nurse and have done some 
practical work, and I am wnttng to tell you diat I am gomg to 
the North to nurse our wounded at the front, so that I can 
render my humble service to the nation as every girl citizen 
should Let us worship the spirits of our parents, our kinsmen, 
and all our comrades who have died m war, and fulfil our 
duties to the best of our abihties And let us hope that you and 

1 inay yet be able to hve together peacefully, and carry out our 
parents’ wish faithfully, after the war is over . . 
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Being young. TieK-nung was puzzled by the words ‘ You and 
I may yet be able to hve together and he repeated them to 
himself several times before readmg further , but ^though he 
did not qmte understand them, somehow they made him teel 

very happy i m i. 

There was not much news after that, and presently Tieh-ming 

folded the letter and put it carefully mto his inside pocket. Next 
mmute his lorry was off, followed by the thousand others As 
he trundled along the road he heard the reccdmg aij ' 

' Lo Tieh-inmg, the httle hero of the Burma Road.’ 


’ 'Ide J rnctcd h Gr«t BnUm by Butlw & Ud Frtme and London 




